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Politics 384 Spring 2015 

Transnational Feminist Politics:  
Knowledge, Power, Love 

Mondays + Wednesdays 2:30-4pm in a classroom tbd. 
 
Jonneke Koomen, Ph.D | jkoomen @ willamette.edu | Smullin 319  
www.facebook.com/Poli384TransnationalFeministPolitics (community page, please contribute) 
 
Office hours: 10-12 on Friday (except Friday Jan 23, Feb 20, and March 20 when alternative hours are 
posted on my calendar). Sign up at tinyurl.com/profkoomen for an appointment and check availability.   
 
Description   
 
Is there a global sisterhood of women? Can feminists build solidarity across divides of class, race, 
nationality, ethnicity, gender, sexuality, religion, and language? This course examines the politics of 
feminist debates about difference, solidarity and activism in the USA and in the “third world.” This year 
we will critically examine the politics of knowledge and transnational feminist collaborations (part one, 
knowledge); the politics of prisons, the criminalization of black liberation movements, and black 
resistance in the USA (part two, power); and themes of transnationalism, black internationalism, 
solidarity and love (part three, love).  This class counts towards majors in American Ethnic Studies, 
International Studies, Politics, and Women’s and Gender Studies. 
 
Course objectives & learning outcomes 
 
This class is designed to help students improve the following skills and abilities:   
  
Read,  
read again, 
and re-read… 
 

Closely, actively and thoughtfully read, re-read, and respond to difficult scholarly 
texts on transnational feminist politics. 
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Write, 
re-write 
and re-write 
again…. 
 

Write clear, coherent, and carefully-crafted arguments and analyses. To do so, we 
will engage with multiple forms of writing (e.g. analytical, reflective, informal). We 
will use writing to help us make connections between scholarly texts, 
contemporary political controversies, and social struggles. We will also reflect on 
the role of writing in struggles against oppression. 
 

Discuss, 
reflect, and 
most 
importantly… 
listen 

Thoughtfully discuss and analyze questions about transnational feminist politics 
through class discussions, small groups and class presentations, examining 
connections between scholarly texts, contemporary political controversies, and 
social struggles. The most important skill for anyone engaged in transnational 
feminist politics is to carefully, respectfully and humbly listen to other people’s 
perspectives. Finally, we should critically interrogate our own experiences and 
positions.  
 

Think, 
analyze, 
examine 
 

Examine the ways in which gender, sexuality, class, race, nationality, ethnicity, 
religion and other social categories intersect as axes of oppression. Analyze activist 
and scholarly feminist debates on how to respond to oppression and violence in its 
many guises. Interrogate the ways in which knowledge about the social world is 
produced. 

 

Engage,  
act,  
reflect 

Engage in questions of transnational feminism outside the classroom e.g. watch 
film screenings, attend talks and campus events, and investigate (or instigate!) 
political struggles in our communities. Learn from people who aren’t traditionally 
considered “knowledge producers.” 

 
Engagement, assignments & due dates 
 

A note about learning: Transnational feminists produce knowledge through traditional scholarship, 
memoir, art, and struggles against oppression.  In each of these activities, we emphasize listening, 
discussion, writing, and critical self-reflection. As such, this class requires an unusually high level of 
engagement inside and outside the classroom through reading, film events, campus events, and 
engagement in the community. You will be asked to reflect on these experiences in your portfolio, in 
class discussions and presentations, and in your formal writing. Please remember that participation, 
engagement and formal writing activities are entirely connected. By coming prepared to class and 
engaging in out-of-class events, you’ll write better papers. 
 
Class participation and portfolio (25% of the final grade). Class participation includes: 
 
- Class portfolio: Your portfolio will include weekly analysis of class reading assignments, always due 

on Sunday before midnight, analysis of film screenings, discussion questions, written responses to 
campus events and community activities (see “about your class portfolio” below).  

 

- Wednesday’s collaborative presentations, twice during the semester (see “about Wednesday 
collaborative presentations” below). 

 
- Contributing towards an encouraging and supportive learning community inside and outside our 

classroom; listening and responding to other students; discussions in small and large groups; 
discussion of readings, films and events (see “about our learning community”). 

  
- Writing peer reviews, in-class “informal” writing, writing workshops. In-class presentations, short 

homework assignments, and occasional reading quizzes. 
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Formal writing: 75% of the final grade, of which:   
 
- Paper I: Knowledge (25% of the final grade): Polished draft due Monday Feb. 23, final version due 

Wednesday Feb. 25 in class. Upload to WISE and bring a hard copy to class. 
 

- Paper II: Power (25% of the final grade): Early draft due Monday March 30, final version due 
Wednesday April 1 in class. Upload to WISE and bring a hard copy to class. 

 
- Paper III: Love (25% of the final grade): Draft due Saturday May 9 at 5pm on WISE and a hard 

copy at my office. This deadline is set by the registrar and there is absolutely no flexibility. 
 
 
About our learning community 
 
In these strange and often difficult times, the study and practice of transnational feminism challenges us 
to humbly listen to others while scrutinizing our own assumptions, privileges and standpoints. This is 
very difficult.  It can be painful to talk about oppression, exploitation, and violence.  We can only 
attempt to do this in an affirming environment where everyone feels safe and respected. I welcome your 
ideas about how to create a supportive learning community. Here are some expectations I have of you 
and some expectations you should have of me: 
 
Everyone has a responsibility to contribute towards an encouraging and supportive learning 
community inside and outside our classroom.  To do so, every one of us must adopt a humble “learning 
mode.”  This means we must be respectful and supportive of each other when expressing our 
viewpoints and experiences, while at the same time humbly listening to each other without taking 
offense.   
 
Be Generous.  Be Kind. During our discussions class participants may use terminology that you are 
uncomfortable with. Some class members will express ideas you find very troubling..  When this 
happens, remember that we are all learning in and out of our classrooms. Many people have never have 
had the opportunity to talk about gender, race, class, religion, sexuality or other “axes of oppression” 
before. If you feel angry, upset or offended by something someone has said, I ask you to continue 
listening humbly. Respond in a way that affirms other students’ efforts to engage in difficult 
conversations, while respectfully presenting alternative ways of looking at the question and/or trying to 
move the conversation forward.  This is the true challenge and opportunity of transnational 
feminist engagement. 
 
Be present. Laptop use undermines classroom participation. For this reason, I ask students not to use 
computers in class, unless you have a specific learning need you have discussed with me in advance. 
Instead, please bring your journal/reading notebook. Print out each of the readings and your reading 
reflections so you can refer to them during class. It goes without saying: please turn off your cell phones. 
 
Attend every class session. Please do not arrive late and do not pack up and leave class early (similarly, 
I will begin and end class on time). Please do not request an “excused absence” for non-emergencies. 
Excused absences will only be granted in cases of documented medical illness and documented 
emergencies. If you observe a religious holy day or participate in a scheduled University-sponsored event 
that prevents you from attending class, please notify me by the second week of class (or as soon as 
possible). More than two unexcused absences will result in a participation grade penalty. 
 
If you are absent for any reason, you are responsible for catching up on missed work. You must 
borrow notes from other students, find out about activities, assignments and announcements you have 
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missed from classmates, and complete all readings. In-class writing assignments and quizzes cannot be 
“made up.”  
 
I am committed to making reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities that have been 
documented by Disability Services (see www.willamette.edu/dept/disability).  If you wish to discuss 
academic accommodations for this class, please contact me no later than the second week of class (or as 
soon as possible).  
 
Reading   
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

This is an upper division seminar designed to prepare students who will 
be working on senior theses and who may wish to apply for graduate 
study.  This class relies on scholarly texts rather than a textbook. 
 

We will use an online course packet on the WISE website. 
http://wise.willamette.edu/portal/site/POLI-384-01-15_SP I will 
occasionally add or change the readings to respond to events, class 
discussions, and students’ interests. Please keep all the readings together 
in a dedicated binder. 
 
As well as the online course packet, the following texts are required: 
 
Sangtin Writers, Playing With Fire: Feminist Thought And Activism Through 
Seven Lives In India (University of Minnesota Press, 2006) 

Audre Lorde, Sister Outsider (Crossing Press, 1984 
[2007]) 
	  
Assata Shakur, Assata: An Autobiography (1987) 
 
Angela Davis, Are Prisons Obsolete? (Seven Stories 
Press, 2003) 
 
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, Amerikanah (Random 
House, 2013) 
 
As you know, you must closely read all assigned 
texts before class. Close reading means that you need 
to read texts more than once, underline and 
highlight, and write questions in the margins.  
Additionally, I expect you to make notes on the 
readings, preferably in your dedicated notebook or 
journal. Your notes should include the main points 
of the text, the author’s assumptions, questions about confusing points, 
and your own responses to and reflections on the text.  
 
It is not sufficient to read the text on your computer. You must 
download and print each of the assigned readings, file them in a 
dedicated binder, and bring the binder (and your notes) to class. 
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Schedule 
I may change the reading assignments to respond to current events, student interests, class needs, and 
other circumstances. Readings marked (*) are available on WISE or online. 
 

Part I: KNOWLEDGE 
 
Week 1 Jan 19-21 : Sister Outsider 
 
Monday  Introductions 
 
Tuesday   Screening:  Mountains that take Wing: Angela Davis and Yuri Kochiyama  
Special event A documentary featuring conversations between Yuri Kochiyama and Angela Davis over 

a span of 13 years on topics ranging from the Prison Industrial Complex, Civil Rights, 
and offering lessons on empowerment. MONTAG DEN 6:30PM 

 
 

Wednesday Sister Outsider 
 

Reading-writing assignment due Tuesday night: What do Audre Lorde, Robin 
Morgan, Eve Ensler, Lauren Chief Elk, Yuri Kochiyama and Angela Davis have to say to 
each other about sisterhood? Post your short essay on the WISE forum on Tuesday 
(before midnight) and bring a hard copy of your response to Wednesday’s class. 

 
(*) Robin Morgan, “Planetary Feminism: The Politics of the 21st Century” in Sisterhood is 
Global: The International Women’s Movement Anthology (Anchor Press/ Doubleday, 1984). 
[SKIM] 
 
Audre Lorde, “Age, Race, Class and Sex: Women Redefining Difference,” in Sister 
Outsider  (Crossing Press, 1984 [2007])  

	  
(*)  Lauren Chief Elk, Open Letter to Eve Ensler 
chiefelk.tumblr.com/post/49527456060/an-open-letter-to-eve-ensler and Eve Ensler’s 
response: 2013.onebillionrising.org/news/entry/eve-ensler-statement-in-response-to-
the-open-letter-by-lauren-chief-elk (May 2013)  
 
(*) Lauren Chief Elk, “There is No “We”: V-Day, Indigenous Women and the Myth of 
Shared Gender Oppression” (February 3, 2014) modelviewculture.com/pieces/there-is-
no-we-v-day-indigenous-women-and-the-myth-of-shared-gender-oppression 
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Week 2 Jan 26-28 : Feminist Conversations, The Uses of Anger, Knowledge-Making 
 
Sunday Portfolio due today  
 
Monday From Margin to Center 
 

(*) bell hooks. "Feminist Theory. From Margin to Center" 
(London: South End Press, 1984), please read all 
selections included in the pdf file on WISE. 
 
(*) Combahee River Collective, A Black Feminist 
Statement (1977). 
historyisaweapon.com/defcon1/combrivercoll.html 

 
Visit: www.crunkfeministcollective.com and take a look: 
#solidarityisforwhitewomen on twitter 

 
Wednesday The Uses of Anger in Knowledge-Making 
   
 Audre Lorde, “Poetry Is Not a Luxury,” 

“The Transformation of Silence into 
Language and Action” and “The Uses of 
Anger: Women Responding to Racism,” in 
Sister Outsider  (Crossing Press, 1984 [2007])  
 
 (*) Mary Daly, “African Genital Mutilation: 
The Unspeakable Atrocities,” in Gyn/Ecology: 
The Metaphysics of Radical Feminism (Boston: 
Beacon Press 1978), pp.153-177 [SKIM] 

 
 Audre Lorde, “An Open Letter To Mary 

Daly,” in Sister Outsider  (Crossing Press, 1984 
[2007]) 

 
 (*) Wanjiru Kamau Rutenburg, “No You 

Can’t Have My Clitoris” and other blog posts 
https://savingafrica.wordpress.com/2010/04
/05/no-you-cant-have-my-clitoris/ (and click 
through for next posts) 

 
 Collaborative presentation 
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Week 3 Feb 2-4 : Black feminist knowledge-making 
 
Sunday  Portfolio due on WISE: Rethinking politics in our lives & communities through 

transnational feminist analysis.  
 

How do  key concepts “matrix of domination,” “interlocking systems of oppression” 
and/or “intersectionality” as discussed in Collins help you rethink your world?  
Apply a concept to one aspect of your life.  Be as specific as possible.  For example, 
you might analyze an issue you have seen during your work or internship, a dilemma 
you faced as an activist, a class you took, a text you read, a conversation, or an 
experience you have had. Post on WISE. 
 

Monday The matrix of domination, interlocking systems of oppression, intersectionality 
 
 (*) Patricia Hill Collins, Black Feminist Thought: Knowledge, Consciousness, and the Politics of 

Empowerment – Second Edition (New York: Routledge, 2002), read prefaces, Part One, and 
Part Three. A lot of dense reading, plan ahead. 

 
 Additional: (*) “Intersectionality: The Double Bind of Race and Gender: An Interview 

with Kimberley Crenshaw,” Perspectives (Spring 2004) 
 
 Visit: www.gradientlair.com 
  
Wednesday Three Pillars of White Supremacy / Masters Tools 

   
(*) Andrea Smith, “The Problem with Privilege” August 2013. Available at 
andrea366.wordpress.com/2013/08/14/the-problem-with-privilege-by-
andrea-smith/  
 
(*) Andrea Smith, “Heteropatriarchy and the Three Pillars of White 
Supremacy: Rethinking Women of Color Organizing” in The Color of 
Violence: The Incite! Anthology 
 
Audre Lorde, “The Masters Tools Will Never Dismantle The Master’s 
House,” in Sister Outsider  (Crossing Press, 1984 [2007]) 
 
Collaborative presentation 
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Week 4 Feb 9-11 : Sangtin Yatra, Playing With Fire 
    
Sunday   Portfolio due today on WISE 
 
Monday  Chandra Talpade Mohanty, “Under Western 

Eyes: Feminist Scholarship and Colonialist 
Discourses,” Feminist Review, 30 (1998).  Please 
bring your notes on this difficult text to class. 

 
Sangtin Writers, Playing With Fire: Feminist 
Thought and Activism Through Seven Lives in India 
(Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 
2006), foreword and introduction. 

 
  
Wednesday Sangtin Writers, Playing With Fire: Feminist Thought and Activism Through Seven Lives in India 

(Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2006), Chs. 1, 2, 3.  
 

Class War University, “Desiring Alliance and Complex Translations in Activist Research: 
An Interview with Richa Nagar” July 2013. Available at 
classwaru.org/2013/07/25/desiring-alliance/#more-337 

 
Watch: Sangtin Yatra: A short introduction (2002-2010). Available at 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ml4vEeGL6OY A 3-minute video that tells the story of 
how the Sangtin Kisaan Mazdoor Sangathan (SKMS) emerged in the Sitapur District of 
India and the key activities that this organization undertook between 2002 and 2010. 
 
Collaborative presentation 
 
 

Week 5 Feb 16-19 : Transnational Feminist Knowledge-Making 
 
Sunday   Portfolio due today on WISE 
 
Monday  Sangtin Writers, Playing With Fire: Feminist 

Thought And Activism Through Seven Lives In 
India (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota 
Press, 2006), Chs 4, 5, 6 and Postscript.  

 
Wednesday Film Screening: The Education of Auma 

Obama (Branwen Okpako, Germany 2011) 
For more information see 
www.filmkantine.de/obama/  

 
Additional readings TBA. 

 
  

Sangin community
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Week 6 Feb 23-25 : Writing resistance 
 
Monday  Full and polished paper draft due today. 
 

Bring two hard copies of your first draft to your group and upload drafts to WISE. 
 
  Short reading TBA. 
 
Wednesday Final paper due today.  Hard copies due in class and upload to WISE assignment tab. 

 
In class: Introduction to Prisons, Power, Resistance. 

 

Part II: PRISONS, POWER , RESISTANCE  
 
Week 7 March 2-4 : Are Prisons Obsolete? Imagining a Different World 
 
Sunday   Portfolio due today on WISE. 
 
Monday  Angela Davis, Are Prisons Obsolete? (2003), Chapters 1-3 
   

Visit: www.usprisonculture.com 
 
Watch: Arresting Power (trailer) vimeo.com/112031200  

 
Wednesday Angela Davis, Are Prisons Obsolete? (2003), Chapters 4-6 
 

Underground Sketch Book Zine Vol.1: Black Women 
Matter 
issuu.com/undergroundsketchbook/docs/blackwomenmatt
eronline  
 
Supplemental readings TBA. 
 
Collaborative presentation 
 

 
Week 8 March 9-11 : Assata is Welcome Here! 
 
Sunday   Portfolio due today on WISE. 
 
Monday  Assata Shakur, Assata: An Autobiography (1987), 

Forewords and Chapters 1-6 
   

Supplementary readings 
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Wednesday Lewis and Clark Gender Symposium: Material Conditions: Gender, Sexuality, and 
Capitalism college.lclark.edu/departments/gender_studies/symposium/  
 
Keynote speaker: Inderpal Grewal, professor of women’s, gender, and sexuality 
studies, Yale University, 7 p.m., Council Chamber Lewis and Clark 
 
Towards a Feminist Critique of the Advanced Neoliberal Security State 
Presentation Abstract: This paper examines the specificities of neoliberal security in 
India, and the relation between neoliberalism and the security state.  The forms of 
protest that have emerged in recent years against the state, one against sexual violence 
and one against corruption, are useful in showing the ruptures of security, the policing of 
protest through media productions, and the necessity for critiques of power and 
authority that are, again, deeply transnational. 
 
Reading: (*) Inderpal Grewal, “‘Women’s Rights as Human Rights’: The Transnational 
Production of Global Feminist Subjects” in Transnational America: Feminisms, Diasporas, 
Neoliberalisms (Durham: Duke University Press, 2005), pp.121-157 

 
Week 9 March 16-18 : Hands Off Assata! 
 
Sunday   Portfolio due today on WISE 
 
Monday Assata Shakur, Assata: An Autobiography 

(1987), Chapters 7-12  
   

Supplementary readings 
 
Wednesday Assata Shakur, Assata: An Autobiography 

(1987), Chapters 13-21 and postscript 
   

Supplementary readings 
 
  Collaborative presentation 
 

 
March 23-27 : Spring Break! 
 
Week 10 March 30 – April 1 : Writing resistance 
 
Monday  Readings TBA and short writing assignment due today 
 
Wednesday  Writing Resistance: Final paper due today 
 Short readings TBA 
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Part III: Transnationalism, Black Internationalism, and Love 
 
Week 11 April 6 – 8 : Diaspora, Transnationalism, Black Internationalism 

 
 

Sunday  Portfolio due today  

Monday  Diaspora, Transnationalism, Americanah 
 

A. Quayson and G. Daswanit, “Diaspora and Transnationalism,” 1-19   
 

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, Americanah (Random House, 2013), 1-124 
 
Wednesday  Black internationalism, Americanah 
 

Michael O. West, William G. Martin, and Fanon Che Wilkins, From Toussaint to Tupac, The 
Black International since the Age of Revolution (2009), selections. 
 
Cheryl Higashida, Black Internationalist Feminism: Women Writers of the Black Left, 1945-1995 
(2012), selections. 
 
Collaborative presentation 
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Week 12 April 13-15 : Americanah 
 
Sunday  Portfolio due today on WISE 
 
Monday  Adichie, Americanah, 125-212 
 

Monday collaborative presentation 
 
Wednesday  SSRD 
  

Assignment: Attend ethnic studies and 
feminist studies panels. 

 
 
Week 13 April 20-22 : Americanah 
 
Sunday   Portfolio due today on WISE 
 
Monday  Adichie, Americanah, 213-351 
 
Wednesday  Adichie, Americanah, 352-454 
 
  Collaborative presentation 
 
 
Week 14 April 27-29 : Feminist Solidarity Revisited 
 
Sunday  Portfolio due today on WISE 
 
Monday (*) Chandra Mohanty, “Under Western Eyes Revisited: Feminist Solidarity Through 

Anti-Capitalist Struggles” Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society, 28:2, 2003. 
 
Additional readings TBA 
 
Monday collaborative presentation  
 

Wednesday Hard copy of class portfolio and class reflection letter due today.  
 

Readings TBA 
 
Week 15 May 4 : The End 
 
Monday  Last class and final paper workshop 
 

Readings TBA 
 

Final exam paper assignment will distributed in class. 
 
Final exam paper is due Saturday, May 9, 2015 at 5 pm (this deadline set by the registrar).  

Hard copy in the box outside my office and upload to the WISE assignment tab.  
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About your class portfolio  
 
Reflecting the practices of transnational feminism, this class asks each student to engage in traditional 
academic activities (close reading, discussion, formal writing), while also taking seriously other aspects of 
your life as sources of knowledge, such as your paid and unpaid labour, your care work, community 
activities, art and creativity, and/or activism.  
 
To this end, your weekly portfolio assignment is designed to help you:  
 
(1) use low-stakes writing as a tool to help you reflect of difficult texts and think through challenging 
questions in transnational feminism; 
 
(2) make connections between assigned readings, art/performance, your community engagement, 
activism, your independent research projects, and your everyday life;  
  
(3) participate and experiment with some of the key practices of transnational feminism: reflective 
writing, scholarship, art, research, and social action/community engagement; 
 
(4) provide a resource for you to draw from when you participate in class discussions, write your papers, 
develop independent research papers, etc. 
 
How? 
Option 1 Post selections from your portfolio on WISE, bring them to class, or present selections.  Be 
sure to back up your entire portfolio as a single word document on your computer (and save it to a 
server). 
 
Option 2 You may decide to keep the portfolio in a blog format instead. This option allows you to easily 
incorporate links, video, images, etc. Please make the URL available to the class by posting a link on 
our WISE discussion board. I recommend tumblr.com, wordpress.com or blogger.com. Please bring 
print-outs of posts to class and post blog links to WISE. 
 
When? Post your weekly update anytime on or before Sunday night. You’ll regularly be asked to bring 
your entry to class, and/or present them in class. You will turn in your entire portfolio at the end of the 
semester. 
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About Wednesday’s collaborative presentations 
 

- Please sign up for two presentation slots during the semester. You’ll collaborate with 2-3 others 
students and consult with me (no more than 4 students in a group). 

 
- Your task is to get the class thinking and talking about a theme or issue related to that week’s 

readings. Presentations should be short, focused, energetic, and engaging and last around 5-10 
minutes.  

 
- Presentations should not seek to cover everything about a topic.  Instead, focus your presentation 

on a key issue, problem, or question people can engage with.  It’s useful to use multimedia (video, 
music, image) or draw your experiences as an activist or intern. 
Alternatively, students may organize an activity for the group which promotes thinking or 
discussion about key questions or issues related to that class. In short: Don’t be boring! 

 
- Students must meet with me twice in advance of the presentation. We need a short initial 

meeting 10-14 days before the presentation and again 5-7 days before the class to present a script 
and/or presentation plans.  Please use props, handouts, etc. Prepare any materials or technology 
well ahead of time and time your presentation carefully! 

 
- The timing, format and purpose of presentation are very flexible as long as you consult with me in 

well in advance.  I’m open to (almost) any format that gets students engaged with or excited about 
a problem, idea or issue.  Draw on your own life, work and/or activism if you can. Again, don’t be 
boring! 

 
- The presenters are asked to bring snacks, food, or something else that fosters classroom 

community and collaboration.  If you need help with this (or any other logistics), talk to me! 
 
A few examples from other classes to get you thinking: 
 

• The colonial origin of contemporary Ugandan laws banning homosexuality (class on colonial rule) 
 

• The Lion King (representations of Africa) 
 

• Murals in Northern Ireland (Northern Ireland peace process) 
 

• “I want to be like you,” song from the Jungle Book (constructivism) 
 

• “When I get older, I will be stronger” song from the Fifa World Cup in South Africa (nation-
building) 

 
• The dilemmas of working for a US advocacy group seeking to influence the election in the DRC 

(African Politics) 
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About grades and scholastic dishonesty 
 
93‐100%   A 
90‐92        A‐ 

 
This grade is awarded rarely and only for excellent work, i.e. achievement 
outstanding relative to the level necessary to meet course requirements. 
 
 

88‐89       B+ 
83‐87        B 
80‐82        B- 

This grade is awarded only for good and very good work, i.e. achievement 
significantly above the level necessary to meet course requirement. 

 
78‐79       C+ 
73‐77       C 
70‐72       C- 

 
This grade is awarded for satisfactory work, i.e. achievement meeting course 
requirements in every respect. 

 
68‐69       D+ 
63‐67       D 
60‐62       D- 

 
This grade is awarded for below standard work, i.e. work that does not fully meet 
course requirements. 

 
59% or less  F 

 
Performance failing to meet the course requirements. 

 
Students must attend class and complete all assignments to receive a passing grade.  
 
Scholastic and intellectual dishonesty includes plagiarizing, cheating on assignments or exams, engaging 
in unauthorized collaboration on academic work, acquiring test materials without permission, 
dishonestly obtaining grades, fabricating or falsifying of data or analysis.  I will report all suspected cases 
of scholastic dishonesty to the Dean’s Office for investigation. Students found to engage in scholastic 
dishonesty will be assigned zero points for the assignment or test. Students may collaboratively work 
together in order to prepare for taking the examinations.  You may also read each others’ papers and 
provide feedback.  However, writing assignments are not group projects and should be achieved 
individually.  Papers that seem to have been written as unauthorized collaborations are in violation of 
this scholastic dishonesty code.  
 
For indigenous feminist insights into plagiarism see: 
 
Lauren Chief Elk, “The missing women you don’t hear about: How the media fails Indigenous 
communities,” Salon.com (February 2014) 
www.salon.com/2014/02/14/the_missing_women_you_dont_hear_about_how_the_media_fails_indig
enous_communities/ 
 
Lauren Chief Elk, chiefelk.tumblr.com/post/93517003309/giveitupcca-on-july-12-2014-it-was-brought-
to (1 August 2014) 
 
Save Wiyabi Project, save-wiyabi-project.tumblr.com/post/93412275436/teach-in-summer-fundraiser   
 
Hyperallergic, hyperallergic.com/139769/native-activist-charges-art-students-with-plagiarism/ (July 
2014) 
 
#GiveItUpCCA on Twitter 


