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Politics 384 
Transnational 

Feminist 
Politics 

Fall 2012 
 

Tuesdays and 
Thursdays 2:30-4pm 

in Collins 323 
 

  
 
 
Image source: www.nndb.com/people/185/000024113/angela-davis-sm.jpg 
 
Description   
 
Is there a global sisterhood of women? Can feminists build solidarity across divides of class, race, 
nationality, ethnicity, gender, sexuality, religion, and language? This course starts by introducing 
feminist debates about identity, difference, solidarity and activism in the USA and in the “third 
world.”  Next, we will critically examine these questions through case studies on campaigns against 
“traditional cultural practices,” bodily violence against women, the international human rights 
movement, and the gendered politics of nations, nationalism and war. In each of these case 
studies, we will examine debates among feminist scholars and activists on how respond to violence 
in its many guises (bodily violence, family violence, war, economic violence) and we will 
interrogate the politics of knowledge. 
 
professor  Jonneke Koomen, Ph.D.  
contact jkoomen @ willamette.edu | Smullin 319  
office hours  M 10:30-11:30am and 1-2pm; Th 1-2pm and by appointment. 
 
Community page: www.facebook.com/Poli384TransnationalFeministPolitics  
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Course objectives & learning outcomes 
 
This class is designed to help students improve the following skills and abilities:   
  
Read,  
read again, 
and re-read… 
 

Closely, actively and thoughtfully read, re-read, and respond to difficult scholarly 
texts on transnational feminist politics. 
 

Write, 
re-write 
and re-write 
again…. 
 

Write clear, coherent, and carefully-crafted arguments and analyses. To do so, we 
will engage with multiple forms of writing (e.g. analytical, reflective, informal). We 
will use writing to help us make connections between scholarly texts, 
contemporary political controversies, and social struggles. We will also reflect on 
the role of writing in struggles against oppression. 
 

Discuss, 
reflect, and 
most 
importantly… 
listen 

Thoughtfully discuss and analyze questions about transnational feminist politics 
through class discussions, small groups and class presentations, examining 
connections between scholarly texts, contemporary political controversies, and 
social struggles. The most important skill for anyone engaged in transnational 
feminist politics is to carefully, respectfully and humbly listen to other people’s 
perspectives. Finally, we should critically interrogate our own experiences and 
positions.  
 

Think, 
analyze, 
examine 
 

Examine the ways in which gender, sexuality, class, race, nationality, ethnicity, 
religion and other social categories intersect as axes of oppression. Analyze activist 
and scholarly feminist debates on how to respond to oppression and violence in its 
many guises. Interrogate the ways in which knowledge about the social world is 
produced. 

 

Engage,  
act,  
reflect 

Engage in questions of transnational feminism outside the classroom e.g. 
participate in the Feminist Film Series, attend talks and campus events, and 
investigate (or instigate!) political struggles in our communities. Learn from people 
who aren’t traditionally considered “knowledge producers.” 
 

 
Engagement, assignments & due dates 
 

A note about learning: Transnational feminists produce knowledge through traditional 
scholarship, memoir, art, and struggles against oppression.  In each of these activities, we 
emphasize listening, discussion, writing, and critical self-reflection. As such, this class requires an 
unusually high level of engagement inside and outside the classroom through reading, film 
events, campus events, and engagement in the community. You will be asked to reflect on these 
experiences in your portfolio, in class discussions and presentations, and in your formal writing. 
Please remember that participation, engagement and formal writing activities are entirely 
connected. By coming prepared to class and engaging in out-of-class events, you’ll write better 
papers. 
 
Class participation and portfolio (25% of the final grade). Class participation includes: 
 
- Class portfolio: Your portfolio will include weekly analysis of class reading assignments, always 

due on Monday by 8pm, analysis of film screenings, discussion questions, written responses to 
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campus events and community activities (see “about your class portfolio” below).  
 

- Thursday’s collaborative presentations, twice during the semester (see “about Thursday 
collaborative presentations” below). 

 
- Contributing towards an encouraging and supportive learning community inside and outside 

our classroom; listening and responding to other students; discussions in small and large groups; 
discussion of readings, films and events (see “about our learning community”). 

  
- Writing peer reviews, in-class “informal” writing, writing workshops. In-class presentations, 

short homework assignments, and occasional reading quizzes. 
 
Formal writing: 75% of the final grade, of which:   
 
- Paper I: Sisterhood is Global/Thinking Intersectionally (25% of the final grade): Draft due 

Thursday Sep. 27, final version due Tuesday Oct. 2 in class. 
 

- Paper II: The Politics of Culture (25% of the final grade). Draft due Tuesday Oct. 30, final 
version due Thursday Nov. 1 in class. 

 
- Paper III: Gender, Nation, and War (25% of the final grade). Draft due Thursday Nov 29, 

final version due Monday, Dec. 10 at 2pm on WISE and a hard copy at my office.  
 
 
About our learning community 
 
In these strange and often difficult times, the study and practice of transnational feminism 
challenges us to humbly listen to others while scrutinizing our own assumptions, privileges and 
standpoints. This is very difficult.  It can be painful to talk about oppression, exploitation, and 
violence.  We can only attempt to do this in an affirming environment where everyone feels safe 
and respected. I welcome your ideas about how to create a supportive learning community. Here 
are some expectations I have of you and some expectations you should have of me: 
 
• Everyone has a responsibility to contribute towards an encouraging and supportive learning 

community inside and outside our classroom.  I want each and every one of us to adopt a 
humble “learning mode.”  This means we must be respectful and supportive of each other 
when expressing our viewpoints and experiences, while at the same time humbly listening to 
each other without taking offense.   

 
• Be Generous.  Be Kind.  Don’t take offense.  During our discussions some students may 

use terminology that you are uncomfortable with. Others will express ideas you find very 
troubling.  Some participants in our class may never have had the opportunity to talk about 
gender, race, class, religion, sexuality or other “axes of oppression” before.  When this 
happens, remember that we are all learning.  If you feel angry, upset or offended by something 
someone has said, I ask you to continue listening humbly. Respond in a way that affirms other 
students’ efforts to engage in difficult conversations, while respectfully presenting alternative 
ways of looking at the question and/or trying to move the conversation forward.  This is the 
true challenge and opportunity of transnational feminist engagement. 
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• Be “present” during class. Laptop use undermines classroom participation. For this reason, 

I ask students not to use computers in class, unless you have a specific learning need you have 
discussed with me in advance. Instead, please bring your journal/reading notebook. Print out 
each of the readings and your reading reflections so you can refer to them during class. It goes 
without saying: please turn off your cell phones. 

 
• I expect all students to attend every class session.  Please do not arrive late and do not 

pack up and leave class early (similarly, I will strive to begin and end class on time). Please do 
not request an “excused absence” for non-emergencies. Excused absences will only be granted 
in cases of documented medical illness and documented emergencies. If you observe a 
religious holy day or participate in a scheduled University-sponsored event that prevents you 
from attending class, please notify me by the second week of class (or as soon as possible). If 
you are absent for any reason, you are responsible for catching up on missed work. You 
must borrow notes from other students, find out about activities, assignments and 
announcements you have missed from classmates, and complete all readings. In-class writing 
assignments and quizzes cannot be “made up.” More than two unexcused absences will result 
in a participation grade penalty. 

 
• I am committed to making reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities that 

have been documented by Disability Services (see www.willamette.edu/dept/disability).  If you 
wish to discuss academic accommodations for this class, please contact me no later than the 
second week of class (or as soon as possible).  

 
About grades and scholastic dishonesty 

93‐100%   A 
90‐92        A‐ 

This grade is awarded rarely and only for excellent work, i.e. achievement 
outstanding relative to the level necessary to meet course requirements. 
 

88‐89       B+ 
83‐87        B 
80‐82        B- 

This grade is awarded only for good and very good work, i.e. achievement 
significantly above the level necessary to meet course requirement. 

78‐79       C+ 
73‐77       C 
70‐72       C- 

This grade is awarded for satisfactory work, i.e. achievement meeting course 
requirements in every respect. 

68‐69       D+ 
63‐67       D 
60‐62       D- 

This grade is awarded for below standard work, i.e. work that does not fully 
meet course requirements. 

59% or less  F Performance failing to meet the course requirements. 
 

Students must attend class and complete all assignments to receive a passing grade.  
 
Scholastic and intellectual dishonesty includes plagiarizing, cheating on assignments or exams, 
engaging in unauthorized collaboration on academic work, acquiring test materials without 
permission, dishonestly obtaining grades, fabricating or falsifying of data or analysis.  I will report 
all suspected cases of scholastic dishonesty to the Dean’s Office for investigation. Students found 
to engage in scholastic dishonesty will be assigned zero points for the assignment or test. Students 
may collaboratively work together in order to prepare for taking the examinations.  You may also 
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read each others’ papers and provide feedback.  However, writing assignments are not group 
projects and should be achieved individually.  Papers that seem to have been written as 
unauthorized collaborations are in violation of this scholastic dishonesty code.  
 
Reading   
 

 

 
 

 

This is an upper division seminar designed to prepare students who will 
be working on senior theses and who may wish to apply for graduate 
study.  This class relies on scholarly texts rather than a textbook. 
 

We will use an online course packet on the WISE website. 
http://wise.willamette.edu/portal/site/POLI-384-01-12_FA I will 
occasionally add or change the readings to respond to events, class 
discussions, and students’ interests. Please keep all the readings together 
in a dedicated binder. 
 
As well as the online course packet, the following texts are required: 
 
Sangtin Writers, Playing With Fire: Feminist Thought And Activism Through 
Seven Lives In India (University of Minnesota Press, 2006) 
 
Malalai Joya, A Woman Among Warlords: The Extraordinary Story of an Afghan 
Who Dared to Raise Her Voice (Scribner, 2009) 
 
As you know, you must closely read all assigned texts before class. Close 
reading means that you need to read texts more than once, underline and 
highlight, and write questions in the margins.  Additionally, I expect you 
to make notes on the readings, preferably in your dedicated notebook 
or journal. Your notes should include the main points of the text, the 
author’s assumptions, questions about confusing points, and your own 
responses to and reflections on the text.  
 
It is not sufficient to read the text on your computer screen. You must 
download and print each of the assigned readings, file them in a 
dedicated binder, and bring the binder (along with your notes) to 
class. 
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Schedule 
I may change the reading assignments to respond to current events, student interests, class needs, 
and other circumstances. Readings marked (*) are available on WISE. 
 

Part I: Feminist struggles and the politics of sisterhood 
Week 1 
Aug. 28-30 
 
Tuesday  Introduction 
 
Thursday  Sisterhood 
 

Reading question: What do Audre Lorde, the Combahee River Collective and 
Robin Morgan have to say to each other about sisterhood? (Bring your notes and 
ideas to class) 

 
(*) Robin Morgan, “Planetary Feminism: The Politics of the 21st Century” in 
Sisterhood is Global: The International Women’s Movement Anthology (Anchor Press/ 
Doubleday, 1984).  

(*) Audre Lorde, “Age, Race, Class and Sex: Women Redefining Difference” in 
Sister Outsider  (Crossing Press, 1984)  
 
(*) Combahee River Collective, A Black Feminist Statement (1977). Available at 
http://historyisaweapon.com/defcon1/combrivercoll.html 

 
Week 2 Ain’t I a Woman: Feminist Conversations in the USA 
Sep 4-6 
 
Monday  Portfolio due today 8pm: Drawing on the assigned reading, why do you think so 

many feminists use the phrase “Ain’t I a woman?” Post on the WISE discussion 
forum. 

 
Tuesday “Ain’t I a Woman?” 
 

(*) Sojourner Truth, “Ain’t I a Woman?” Speech at the Women's Convention in 
Akron, Ohio (1851)  
Available at www.feminist.com/resources/artspeech/genwom/sojour.htm   

 
(*) bell hooks. 1981. “Ain’t I a Woman: Black Women and Feminism.” London: 
South End Press, selections on WISE. 
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Thursday From Margin to Center 
 

Collaborative presentation. 
 
 (*) bell hooks. "Feminist Theory. From Margin to Center" (London: South End 

Press, 1984), please read all selections included in the pdf file on WISE. 
 
  Video: Sisters of ’77 (PBS) www.pbs.org/independentlens/sistersof77/ 
  
 
Week 3 Matrix of Domination 
Sept 11-13  Under western eyes 
 
Monday  Portfolio entry due today on WISE: Rethinking politics in our lives & 

communities through intersectional analysis. 
 
How do Collins’ concepts of the “Matrix of Domination” and/or “Interlocking 
Systems of Oppression” help you rethink your world?   
 
Apply Collins’ concept to one aspect of your life.  Be as specific as possible.  For 
example, you might analyze an issue you have seen during your work or internship, 
a dilemma you faced as an activist, a class you took, a text you read, a conversation, 
or an experience you have had. Post on WISE. 
 

 
Tuesday The Matrix of Domination  
 
 (*) Patricia Hill Collins, “Work, Family, and Black Women’s Oppression” and 

“Black Feminist Thought in the Matrix of Domination” in Black Feminist Thought: 
Knowledge, Consciousness, and the Politics of Empowerment (New York: Routledge, 2000) 

 
 (*) “Intersectionality: The Double Bind of Race and Gender. An Interview with 

Kimberley Crenshaw” Perspectives (Spring 2004) 
    
Thursday Under Western Eyes 
 

Collaborative presentation. 
 
(*) Chandra Talpade Mohanty, “Under Western Eyes: Feminist Scholarship and 
Colonialist Discourses,” Feminist Review, 30 (1998).  Please bring your notes on this 
difficult text to class. 
 
Introduction to Sangtins, Playing With Fire. 
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Week 4 Playing With Fire 
Sept. 18-20 
    
Monday  Portfolio due today 8pm on WISE.   
 
Tuesday Sangtin Writers, Playing With Fire: Feminist Thought And Activism Through Seven Lives 

In India (Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2006), part one. 
 
Thursday Collaborative presentation 
 

Sangtins, Playing With Fire, part two. 
 
 
Week 5  Writing resistance   
Sept. 25-27 
 
Monday  Portfolio due today 8pm on WISE: How do the Sangtins help us make sense of  

“The Girl Store: Buy a Girl Her Life Back” http://www.the-girl-store.org/shop 
 
Tuesday   Sangtins, Playing With Fire, part three. 
 
Thursday Full draft due today! 
 

In class writing workshop. 
 

Weekend Writing peer groups. 
 

Part II:  The Politics of Culture  
Week 6 
Oct 2-4 
 
Monday  No portfolio due today, keep writing and rewriting. 
 
Tuesday  Final Global Sisterhood paper due today! 
 

Reading assignment for Tuesday: (*) Mrinalina Sinha, “Gender and Nation” in McCann 
and Kim (eds) Feminist Theory Reader: Local and Global Perspectives (New York: 
Rutledge, 2001), pp.69-77. 

 
Thursday “Is Multiculturalism Bad For Women?” 
 

Collaborative presentation. 
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(*) Susan Moller Okin, “Is Multiculturalism Bad For Women?” Boston Review, 
October-November 1997. Available at 
http://www.bostonreview.net/BR22.5/okin.html 

 
Additional readings TBA. 
 

 
Week 7 The Politics of Culture: Female Genital Cutting 
Oct. 9-11 
 
Monday   Portfolio due today 8pm on WISE. 
 
Tuesday (*) Mary Daly, Gyn/Ecology: The Metaphysics of Radical Feminism (Boston: Beacon 

Press 1978).  Please read the chapter “African Genital Mutilation: The 
Unspeakable Atrocities,” pp.153-177. 

 
(*)African Update, “Female Circumcision in Africa” 3:2, 1996. 
Available at http://web.ccsu.edu/afstudy/upd3-2.html#Z1 

Read up   (*) V-Day “Female Genital Mutilation” Available at 
www.vday.org/female+genital+mutilation 

 
(*) Wanjiru Kamau Rutenburg, “No You Can’t Have My Clitoris” and other blog 
posts https://savingafrica.wordpress.com/2010/04/05/no-you-cant-have-my-
clitoris/ (and click through for next posts) 
 

Thursday  Collaborative presentation. 

(*) Anna Winterbottom, Jonneke Koomen, and Gemma Burford, “Female Genital 
Cutting: Cultural Rites and Rites of Defiance in Northern Tanzania,” African Studies 
Review 52:1 (2009), pp.47-71. 

(*) Daniel Bergner, “The Call,” The New York Times Magazine, January 2006 

Read up  United Nations documents on female genital cutting. Available at: 
www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/csw/csw52/statements_missions/Interagency_St
atement_on_Eliminating_FGM.pdf 

 
Further reading   Fran P. Hosken, The Hosken Report: Genital and Sexual Mutilation of Females. 4th 

revised edition ed. (Lexington, MA: Women's International News, 1994). 

Jomo Kenyatta, Facing Mount Kenya (London: Henderson & Spalding 1938 [1953]) 

Lynn Thomas, “Ngaitana (I Will Circumcise Myself): Lessons from Colonial 
Campaigns to Ban Excision in Meru, Kenya” in Female 'Circumcision' in Africa: 
Culture, Controversy and Change, edited by B. Shell-Duncan and Y. Hernlund 
(Boulder: Lynne Rienner, 2000) 
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Week 8  Women’s Rights Are Human Rights 
Oct. 16-18 
 
Monday  Portfolio due today 8pm on WISE. 
 
Tuesday (*) The Universal Declaration on Human Rights (1948). Available at: 

www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/index.shtml 
 

(*) Hillary Rodham Clinton, “A Human Rights Agenda Must Include Women’s 
Rights,” Remarks to the UN 4th World Conference on Women Plenary Session, 
delivered 5 September 1995 in Beijing, China. Reprinted in Human Rights Opposing 
View Points, pp. 44-50  
 
(*) Susan Moller Okin., “Feminism, Women’s Human Rights, and Cultural 
Differences” Hypatia, Special Issue on Border Crossings: Multicultural and 
Postcolonial Feminist Challenges to Philosophy, 13:2 (1998), pp. 32-52 
 
(*) Mallika Dutt, “Some Reflections on U.S. Women of Color and the United 
Nations Fourth World Conference on Women and NGO Forum in Beijing, 
China” Feminist Studies, 22:3 (1996), pp.519-528 

 
 
Thursday (*) Inderpal Grewal, “Women’s Rights as Human Rights’: The Transnational 

Production of Global Feminist Subjects” in Transnational America: Feminisms, 
Diasporas, Neoliberalisms (Durham: Duke University Press, 2005), pp.121-157 
 
(*) Charlotte Bunch, “Women's Rights as Human Rights: Toward a Re-Vision of 
Human Rights” Human Rights Quarterly, 12:4 (1990), pp.486-498. 

  
(*) Val Moghadam, “From International to Transnational Organizing: A Century's 
Feminist Journey” Available 
at: www.feministezine.com/feminist/modern/International-to-Transnational-
Feminism.html 

 
More resources (*) Chandra Muzaffar “On Western Imperialism and Human Rights” (1999); 

Martha Nussbum “Women and Cultural Universals” (1999); Carl F. Stychin 
“Same-Sex Sexualities and the Globalization of Human Rights Discourse” (2004) 
from The Human Rights Reader (2007) 

 
 

Week 8  The Politics of the Veil  
Oct 23-25 
 
Monday  Portfolio due today 8pm on WISE. 
 
Tuesday (*) Joan W Scott, The Politics of The Veil (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 

2010), part one. 
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Thursday Collaborative presentation 
 

(*) Joan W Scott, The Politics of The Veil, part two. 
 
 
Week 10 Writing Resistance… again  
Oct 30 – Nov 1 
 
Monday  No portfolio entry due today, keep writing your draft! 
 
Tuesday  Full draft due today in class. 
 
Wednesday  Peer writing. 
   
Thursday Paper II: The Politics of Culture due today. 
 

Part III  Gender, War, and Nation 
Week 11 
Nov 6 – 8 
 

Monday Portfolio due today at 8pm: Do feminists around the world care who is elected 
on Tuesday?  Online research and engage the readings. 

Tuesday   The US Election and Transnational Feminist Politics  Election day 

(*) Katherine Viner, “Feminism as Imperialism,” The Guardian, September 21, 
2002, www.guardian.co.uk/world/2002/sep/21/gender.usa 
 
(*) Aryn Baker, “What Happens If We Leave Afghanistan?” Time Magazine. August 
9 2010. 
 
(*) Lila Abu-Lughod, “Do Muslim Women Really Need Saving? Anthropological 
Reflections on Cultural Relativism and Its Others.” American Anthropologist 104:3 
(2002), pp.783-90. 
 
Additional Readings TBA. 

 
Thursday   Woman Among Warlords 
 
 Malayai Joya, Woman Among Warlords (2009), part one. 
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Week 12 Women, Gender and War 
Nov 13-15 
 
Monday  Portfolio due today 8pm on WISE. 
 
Tuesday   Malayai Joya, Woman Among Warlords, part two. 
 
  Additional readings TBA. 
 
Thursday   Malayai Joya, Woman Among Warlords, final part. 
   
  Additional readings TBA. 
 
 
A vocal defender of human rights, a 
passionate opponent of fundamentalism, and a 
fearless advocate of a civic Afghan culture, 
Malalai Joya has stared down numerous 
assassination attempts since 2003 and was 
suspended from parliament in 2007 for 
comparing the body to a "barn full of animals." 
"Afghans face three enemies," she said in a 
recent interview, "the occupying forces, the 
Taliban, and the warlords." Joya got her start 
as a humanitarian during the Taliban regime, 
establishing underground health clinics and 
orphanages to spite the country's 
fundamentalist rulers.  
 

 
Defence Committee for Malalai Joya 
www.malalaijoya.com 

 
Week 13 The Politics of Civilization  
Nov 20 
 
Monday  Portfolio due today 8pm. 
 
Tuesday   (*) Ann Towns, “The Status of Women as a Standard of ‘Civilization’” European 

Journal of International Relations 15:4 (2009), pp.681-706. 

Take a look  Trust Law Women Poll (aka “the worst place in the world to be a woman”) 
www.trust.org/trustlaw/news/special-coverage/g20women/ 

 
Thursday   Readings TBA. 
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Week 14 Gender violence, War and Advocacy  
Nov 27-29  
 
Monday  Portfolio due today 8pm on WISE: Research campaigns against sexual violence 

in the DRC.  Drawing on the reading assignments and other transnational feminist 
scholarship, what dilemmas do these campaigns pose?   

 
Read up   Vagina Monologues, V-Day, & Eve Ensler in Congo www.vday.org 

• Eve Ensler, “War on Women in Congo” www.huffingtonpost.com/eve-
ensler/war-on-women-in-congo_b_204949.html 

• Examine other media coverage, for example: 
www.glamour.com/magazine/2007/08/rape-in-the-congo?currentPage=1 

 
Tuesday   (*) Eve Ayiera, “Sexual Violence in Conflict: A Problematic International 

Discourse,” Feminist Africa, 14 (2010) 14. Available at: 
http://agi.ac.za/sites/agi.ac.za/files/3._fa_14_-_feature_article_eva_ayiera.pdf 

 
(*)Maria Erikson Baaz, and Maria Stern, “Why Do Soldiers Rape? Masculinity, 
Violence, and Sexuality in the Armed Forces in the Congo (DRC)” International 
Studies Quarterly 53:2 (2009), pp.495-518. 

Thursday   Paper draft due today.  
 

(*) Meghana Nayak and Jennifer Suchland,  “Gender Violence and Hegemonic 
Projects,” International Feminist Journal of Politics, 8:4, 2006. 

 
Additional readings TBA. 

 
 
Week 15 Under Western Eyes Revisited 
Dec 4-6 
 
Monday  Final portfolio due today 8pm: Under Western Eyes Revisited.  

Please turn in your full portfolio and cover letter in class on Tuesday. 
 
Tuesday   (*) Chandra Mohanty, “Under Western Eyes Revisited: Feminist Solidarity 

Through Anti-Capitalist Struggles” Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society, 28:2, 
2003. 

 
Additional readings TBA. 

 
Thursday   Readings TBA. 
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About your class portfolio  
 
Reflecting the practices of transnational feminism, this class asks each student to engage in 
traditional academic activities (close reading, discussion, formal writing), while also taking seriously 
other aspects of your life as sources of knowledge and experience (e.g. your paid and unpaid 
labour, community activities, art and creativity, and/or activism).  
 
To this end, your weekly portfolio assignment is designed to help you:  
 
(1) use low-stakes writing as a tool to help you reflect of difficult texts and think through 
challenging questions in transnational feminism; 
 
(2) make connections between assigned readings, art/performance, your community engagement, 
activism, your independent research projects, and your everyday life;  
  
(3) participate and experiment with some of the key practices of transnational feminism: reflective 
writing, scholarship, art, research, and social action/community engagement; 
 
(4) provide a resource for you to draw from when you participate in class discussions, write your 
papers, develop independent research papers, etc. 
 
How? 
Option 1 Post selections from your portfolio on WISE, bring them to class, or present 
selections.  Be sure to back up your entire portfolio as a single word document on your 
computer (and save it to a server). 
 
Option 2 You may decide to keep the portfolio in a blog format instead. This option allows you 
to easily incorporate links, video, images, etc. Please make the URL available to the class by 
posting a link on our WISE discussion board. I recommend tumblr.com, wordpress.com or 
blogger.com. Please bring print-outs of posts to class and post blog links to WISE. 
 
When? Post your weekly update anytime before Monday 8pm. You’ll regularly be asked to bring 
your entry to class, and/or present them in class. You will turn in your entire portfolio at the end 
of the semester. 
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About Thursdayʼs collaborative presentations 
 

- Please sign up for two presentation slots during the semester. You’ll collaborate with 2-3 
others students and consult with me. 

 
- Your task is to get the class thinking and talking about a theme or issue related to that week’s 

readings. Presentations should be energetic, interesting and engaging and last around 5-10 
minutes.  

 
- Presentations should not seek to cover everything about a topic.  Instead, focus your 

presentation on a key issue, problem, or question people can engage with.  It’s useful to use 
multimedia (video, music, image) or draw your experiences as an activist or intern. 
Alternatively, students may organize an activity for the group which promotes thinking or 
discussion about key questions or issues related to that class. In short: Don’t be boring! 

 
- Students must meet with me 10 days in advance of the presentation to discuss their ideas 

and again 5-7 days before the class to present a script and/or presentation plans.  Please use 
props, handouts, etc. Prepare any materials or technology well ahead of time and time your 
presentation carefully! 

 
- The timing, format and purpose of presentation are very flexible as long as you consult with 

me in well in advance.  I’m open to (almost) any format that gets students engaged with or 
excited about a problem, idea or issue.  Again, don’t be boring! 

 
- The presenters are asked to bring snacks, food, or something else that fosters classroom 

community and collaboration.  If you need help with this, talk to me! 
 
A few examples from other classes to get you thinking: 
 

• The colonial origin of contemporary Ugandan laws banning homosexuality (class on colonial 
rule) 
 

• The Lion King (representations of Africa) 
 

• Murals in Northern Ireland (Northern Ireland peace process) 
 

• “I want to be like you,” song from the Jungle Book (constructivism) 
 

• “When I get older, I will be stronger” song from the Fifa World Cup in South Africa 
(nation-building) 

 
• The dilemmas of working for a US advocacy group seeking to influence the election in the 

DRC (African Politics) 
 

 


