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Politics 105W Politics Writing Colloquium 

The Struggle for Human Rights 
Spring 2012 

MWF 10:20-11:20pm in Walton 137 
 
 

“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.” Martin Luther King Jr., Letter from 
Birmingham Jail, April 16, 1963 (1929 - 1968) 

 
“Struggle is a never ending process.  Freedom is never really won. You earn it and win 

it in every generation.” Coretta Scott King (1927-2006) 
 

 

Introduction 
A warm welcome to POLI 105W, The Struggle for Human 
Rights.  This is a class about human rights, writing, and 
writing about human rights.  
 
Since the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights in 1948, people around the world have used the 
language of human rights to fight for freedom, justice, 
equality, and dignity.  
 
During the course of this semester we will first wrestle with 
big questions about human rights. What are human rights?  
Are the values espoused in the Universal Declaration 
shared by people around the world?  
 
Then, we will focus in depth on human rights issues in the 
USA.  We will start by examining the politics of human 
rights during Hurricane Katrina.  

 
Finally, we will examine the dilemmas and possibilities of human rights advocacy by 
investigating human rights issues and campaigns close to home in Salem (and surrounding 
areas).  We will explore ways in which to productively speak out and write about these 
issues. 
 
Throughout the semester we will ask: Do human rights matter?  Can writing about human 
rights change the world?  What are the dilemmas of claiming to speak for “distant others,” 
people we have never met in faraway places?  What are the opportunities and risks of 
engaging human rights issues close to home? 
 

professor  Jonneke Koomen, Ph.D.   email  jkoomen@willamette.edu  office 319 Smullin 
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Learning objectives 
 
This Politics Writing Colloquium will help you develop the following skills: 
• Write, revise and rewrite effectively, clearly, persuasively, and eloquently 
• Read carefully and closely  
• Converse collegially and thoughtfully, developing skills in facilitation, discussion and 

listening 
• Think independently, critically and imaginatively about human rights and the possibilities 

and dilemmas of human rights advocacy 
• Engage in professional, scholarly and ethical conduct inside and outside the classroom; 

productive self-reflection; support other students and community members in their 
learning 

 
In other words, the academic goals of this politics colloquium is to help you develop your 
reading, discussion, and writing skills so you will be able to productively contribute to the 
analysis of power, oppression, and resistance.  You will develop your skills as an engaged 
writer, a critical reader, and a reflective participant in class discussion. Your active 
engagement is essential to the success of the seminar. 
 
You are expected to be an active reader—to think about, write about, and talk about the 
ideas you encounter in your reading assignments. Because the assigned reading is the basis 
for class discussion, careful reading of each assignment is of critical importance. It should be 
evident each day in class that you have completed and thought about the reading. You will 
often be asked to respond briefly to an assignment in writing, either in class or in preparation 
for class. These informal writing pieces will count towards your participation and short 
assignment grades (see below), as will your participation in group projects. 
 
Assessment 
Your final grade for this class will be based on (1) your active engagement and contributions 
to our class learning environment; (2) three formal essay writing assignments, including the 
submission of drafts, revisions, dedication, and determination. 
 
Paper 1: Visions of Human Rights  25% 
 
Paper 2: Human Rights in the USA 25% 
 
Final Advocacy Project   25% 
 Includes community engagement reflections, op-ed, class presentation and essay. 
 
Active engagement    25% 
 
Engagement includes: 
• Weekly writing assignments on the WISE forum (post no later than Sunday 6pm and 

bring a hard copy to class) 
• Discussion participation, facilitation and mini-presentations 
• Short assignments, informal writing and reading reflections; Writing workshops and peer 

review   
• Making contributions to a welcoming, inclusive and supportive class learning environment, 

supporting other students and community members 
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• Learning portfolio: A short final “learning reflection letter” on your class contributions, your 
learning process, and your development as a student, writer and thinker due at the end of 
the semester (one page or less), accompanied with your weekly portfolio entries from the 
whole semester. 

 
Colloquium expectations & class conduct 
Our job is to work together to create a vibrant learning environment in which we challenge 
and support each other as writers, scholars, and citizens of Salem, the USA, and the world. 
 
Preparation and participation 
Everyone has something important to contribute to the study of human rights. For that 
reason, this class requires a high level of student engagement and participation. Because the 
assigned reading is the basis for class discussion, careful reading of each assignment is of 
critical importance. You will often be asked to respond briefly to a reading assignment in 
writing in preparation for class (e.g. on WISE) or during class. You will also be responsible for 
participating and, on several occasions, you will be asked to lead discussions. It should be 
evident in both your writing and your contributions to discussion that you have completed and 
thought about the reading. 
 
Professional conduct 
You are an important member of our class and I value your contribution in each discussion.  
As such, I expect you to attend each and every class session, unless you have a highly 
contagious disease or a serious family emergency. (Driving your friend to the airport or out-
of-town guests are not acceptable reasons to miss class!) If you observe a religious holy day 
or participate in a scheduled University-sponsored event (debate, sports tournament, etc) that 
prevents you from attending class, please notify me by the second week of class (or as soon 
as possible). If you are absent for any reason, you are solely responsible for catching up on 
missed work, borrowing notes from fellow students, reading WISE for class handouts and 
announcements, etc. 
 
Beyond your responsibilities to our group, your attendance and your constructive participation 
in discussion also make up a significant portion of your final grade.  Lateness, absences, or 
failure to prepare adequately for class discussions will result in significant deductions from 
your final grade.  A penalty of 1/3 grade per day will be imposed on assignments submitted 
late (one dayʼs lateness would reduce a B+ to a B). I generally do not grant extensions, but if 
extraordinary circumstances arise, please consult with me as soon as possible – and 
certainly well before the due date of the paper. 
 
Come to class prepared and engaged.  Please do not arrive late and do not pack up and 
leave class early. It goes without saying, turn off and put away digital devices and cell phones 
while in the classroom and in my office. Laptop use invariably undermines classroom 
participation. For this reason, I ask students not to use computers in class. Instead, please 
bring a notebook and print out each of the readings (on rare occasions exceptions to this 
policy may be made for students with particular learning needs in consultation with Disability 
Services and me). Do not read the newspaper or do other class-work during our class, even if 
you think you have completed your task or discussion. 
 
Accommodations 
I value studentsʼ wide-ranging perspectives and learning styles. I am committed to making 
reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities that have been documented by 
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Disability Services (see www.willamette.edu/dept/disability). Students with documented 
disabilities who may need accommodations, who have any emergency medical information 
the instructor should know of, or who need special arrangements in the event of evacuation, 
should make an appointment with the instructor as early as possible, no later than the first 
week of the term. 
 
Plagiarism 
“Plagiarism (from Latin plagiare "to kidnap") is the practice of claiming, or implying, original 
authorship or incorporating material from someone else's written or creative work, in whole or 
in part, into oneʼs own without adequate acknowledgement” (sources: 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plagiarism and Professor Basu). Plagiarism is a very serious form 
of scholarly misconduct. You should familiarize yourself with Willametteʼs plagiarism policy, 
available at http://www.willamette.edu/cla/catalog/Sect3/aca.html#plag. Plagiarism can take 
different forms, but its essence is intentionally or unintentionally presenting the words, work, 
or ideas of another as your own. Plagiarism often results from sloppiness. A paper that is 
plagiarized - wholly or partially - will always be reported to the Deanʼs office and receive zero 
points. It may not be rewritten. Depending on the severity of the plagiarism, the penalty may 
very well also extend to failing the course. In accordance with university policy, any instance 
of plagiarism will be promptly reported to the Dean of the College of Liberal Arts. 
 
Email etiquette 
The best way to contact me (and your other professors) is usually through email.  Be sure to 
treat email as formal communication. Use a respectful greeting. Assume your professors 
prefer to be addressed as “Dear Professor [X].”  Do not expect an instant reply. Many 
professors may not be able to read or respond to email at night or on weekends.  Itʼs very 
normal to wait at least 48 hours for a reply. Seek face-to-face interaction in office hours or 
after class whenever possible, especially to discuss sensitive matters. 
 
Required reading 

 

Most assigned readings will be available on WISE. Please 
purchase Zeitoun by Dave Eggers Zeitoun (McSweeneys 2009). 
It's a beautiful and harrowing account of one family's experience 
of Hurricane Katrina. See the resources page on the website for 
reviews of the book. 
 
Other required books: Josh Neufeld, AD: New Orleans After the 
Deluge (Pantheon 2009) and the style manual you used in your 
college colloquium.  
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Schedule 
All reading assignments must be completed before class.  You will often be asked to submit questions 
or responses the evening before class.  I will regularly amend the syllabus and the reading 
assignments to respond to classroom discussions, student interests, or current events. 
 

PART I: Visions of Human Rights 
 
Week 1 
M Jan 14 
 

Introduction: The Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

 
W Jan 16 
 

Human Rights: Then & Now 
Homework: Listening/reading assignment is attached to the syllabus, bring your 
notes to class. 
 
Habeas Corpus Act, 1679 and This American Life, “Habeas Schmabeas” (one hour 
podcast).  
 
Lynn Hunt, Inventing Human Rights (Norton 2007), short selection. 
 
Costas Douzinas, Are Human Rights Western?” and “What are Human Rights?” 
(March 2009) 
 
Take a look: Patrick Kingsley, “The Art of Slow Reading” The Guardian (15 July 
2010) www.guardian.co.uk/books/2010/jul/15/slow-reading	  
 

F Jan 18 Writing The Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
	  
The Charter of the United Nations, www.un.org/en/documents/charter/ 
 
Mary Ann Glendon, A World Made New (2001), part one.  
 
Eleonor Roosevelt, “The Promise of Human Rights” Foreign Affairs (1948) 
www.udhr.org/history/113.htm 

	  
Week 2 
M Jan 21 

Writing The Universal Declaration of Human Rights 
 
Weekly writing assignment:  Who and what made it possible for the UDHR to 
come into existence?  How would the document look different if it was written 
today? Draw on the texts when composing your answer.  Post your response on 
the WISE forum by Tuesday night 6pm, bring a hard copy to class. 
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Mary Ann Glendon, A World Made New (2001), part two. 
 
Samuel Moyn, “Human Rights in History” The Nation (August 2010). Available at 
www.thenation.com/print/article/153993/human-rights-history  
 
Martin Luther King Day Workshops (required) 

 
W Jan 23 A Living Document: The UDHR and the US Civil Rights Movement 

 
Henry J. Richardson, “Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. as an International Human 
Rights Leader” Martin Luther King Junior Lecture September 2007, Available at 
http://ssrn.com/abstract=1017143  
 
D'Angelo Law Library, Black history at the United Nations 
news.lib.uchicago.edu/blog/2012/02/26/black-history-at-the-united-nations/ 
 
Explore: W.E.B. DuBois, “An Appeal to the World: A Statement of Denial of 
Human Rights to Minorities...” (1947), Short extract available at: 
www.blackpast.org/?q=1947-w-e-b-dubois-appeal-world-statement-denial-human-
rights-minorities-case-citizens-n 
 
The Civil Rights Congress, “We Charge Genocide: The Historic Petition to the 
United Nations for Relief From a Crime of The United States Government 
Against the Negro People” (1951), Short extract available at: 
www.blackpast.org/?q=we-charge-genocide-historic-petition-united-nations-relief-
crime-united-states-government-against	  
 

F Jan 25 A Living Document: The International Human Rights Regime 
 
Debra L. DeLaet, The Global Struggle for Human Rights (2006), Ch.3  “The 
Development of International Human Rights Law” and Ch.8 “Promoting Human 
Rights from the Top Down” 
 
The Economist, The Power of Shame (1998), Available at 
www.economist.com/node/178039 
 
Explore: www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/Pages/HumanRightsBodies.aspx	  
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Week 3 
M Jan 28 

Are Human Rights Universal? 
 
Weekly writing assignment:  Does the UDHR represent universal aspirations? 
If not, why not?  If so, how so?  In your answer refer closely to the readings and 
post your response on the forum by Sunday 6pm, bring a hard copy to class. 
 
Mary Ann Glendon, A World Made New (2001), Ch.12 “Universality Under Seige” 
 
Jack Donnelly, “Human Rights Are Universal,” Blair Gibb, “Human Rights Are 
Not Necessarily Universal,” Bilahari Kausikan, “A Universal Definition of Human 
Rights Ignores Cultural Diversity” all in Human Rights: Opposing Viewpoints (2003 
[1999]), pp.19-31  
 

W Jan 30  
 
 

Amartya Sen, “Human Rights and Asian Values,” The New Republic, July 1997 
 
Ian Buruma, “Culture is No Excuse for China Denying its People Democracy” The 
Guardian (Feb. 2008) 
www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/2008/feb/03/china.humanrights  
 

F Feb 1 
 

Makau Mutua, “Savages, Victims, and 
Saviors: The Metaphor of Human Rights.” 
Harvard International Law Journal, 2001, 
Vol.42, pp.201–45. 
 
All-African People's Conference, 
Resolution on Imperialism and 
Colonialism, Accra, December 1958 
www.fordham.edu/halsall/mod/1958-
aapc-res1.html 

 All-African People's Conference, 1958 
	  
Week 4 
M Feb 4 
 
 
Lots of 
preparation 
required! 

Are Human Rights Indivisible? 
 
Weekly writing assignment:  Are human rights indivisible?  Are some human 
rights more important than others? If so, why? If not, why not? Draw closely on 
the readings and post your response on the forum by Sunday 6pm, bring a hard 
copy to class. 
 
DeLaet, “Civil and Political Rights in a World of Sovereign States” (Ch.4) and 
“Economic and Social Rights in a World of Sovereign States” (Ch.6) 
 
The Economist, “The Politics of Human Rights” and “Righting Wrongs” (2001) 
www.economist.com/node/739475 and www.economist.com/node/739385 
 
Bryan S. Turner,  “Human Vulnerabilities: On Individual and Social Rights” in The 
Leading Rogue State: The US and Human Rights (Paradigm, 2009)  
 
Explore: The International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights and The 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (1966). Available 
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at www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/a_ccpr.htm and 
www.unhchr.ch/html/menu3/b/a_cescr.htm 
	  
Additional resources: Vincent J. Roscigno and Andrew W. Martin, “Labor 
Rights and Rights of Workers” and Jenniffer M. Santos-Hernandez and John 
Barnshaw, “Rights to Water, Food, and Development” in The Leading Rogue State: 
The US and Human Rights (Paradigm, 2009)  
 

W Feb 6 
 

Structural Violence 
 
Paul Farmer, “On Suffering and Structural Violence” in Pathologies of Power: Health, 
Human Rights, and the New War on the Poor (Berkeley CA: University of California 
Press, 2003) pp.29-50 
 
John A. Gentry, “Defining Human Rights Too Broadly Can Destroy Nations” in 
Human Rights: Opposing Viewpoints (2003), pp.49-57  
 
Carol Estes, “Who’s Afraid of Economic Rights?” Yes Magazine (Spring 2007) 
www.yesmagazine.org/article.asp?ID=1633 
 

F Feb 8 
 

Is Health Care a Human Right? 
 
Homework assignment:  Is health care a human right?  If so, why?  If not, why 
not?  Draw closely on the readings when composing your answer and bring a hard 
copy to class. 
 
Antonio Ugalde and Nuria Homedes, “Health as a Human Right” in The Leading 
Rogue State: The US and Human Rights (Paradigm, 2009) pp.25-36	  
 
Richard D. Lamm, “Health Care is Not a Human Right” and World Health 
Organization, “Health Care is a Human Right” in Human Rights: Opposing Viewpoints 
(2003), pp.32-48 
 
Sarah van Gelder, “Cuba’s Cure” (May 2007) 
www.yesmagazine.org/article.asp?ID=1733	  
 

Week 5 
M Feb 11 
 

Is the UDHR gender blind? 
 
Weekly writing assignment: Can the UDHR address women’s rights concerns? 
What are its limitations? Closely scrutinize the UDHR and draw on the readings. 
Post your response on the forum by Sunday 6pm, bring a hard copy to class. 
 
Hillary Rodham Clinton, “A Human Rights Agenda Must Include Women’s 
Rights,” Remarks to the UN 4th World Conference on Women Plenary Session, 
delivered 5 September 1995 in Beijing, China. Reprinted in Human Rights Opposing 
View Points, pp. 44-50 
 
Charlotte Bunch, “Women’s Rights as Human Rights: Toward a Re-Vision of 
Human Rights” Human Rights Quarterly, 12:4 (1990), pp.486-498. 
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Val Moghadam, “From International to Transnational Organizing: A Century's 
Feminist Journey” www.feministezine.com/feminist/modern/International-to-
Transnational- Feminism.html 
 
Explore: Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women 
(CEDAW) www.un.org/womenwatch/daw/cedaw/ and 
www2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cedaw/index.htm  
 

W Feb 13 
 

Your first draft due today 
Writing ethics assignments: https://ilrb.cf.ac.uk/plagiarism/exercise/index.html 
www.huffingtonpost.com/jim-sleeper/fareed-zakaria-plagiarism_b_1765903.html 
 

F Feb 15 
 

Your second draft due today 
Today is your last opportunity to consult with me about your paper. 
 

Week 6 
M Feb 18 

Paper #1 hard copy due in class. Upload an electronic copy to your WISE 
DropBox. 

	  
Part II: Hurricane Katrina & Human Rights in the USA 
 

I	  thought	  I	  could	  weather	  the	  storm,	  and	  I	  did	  -‐	  it’s	  the	  aftermath	  that’s	  killing	  me.	  
New	  Orleans	  resident,	  New	  York	  Times,	  June	  21,	  2006	  

Week 6 
W Feb 20 
 

Hurricane Katrina  
 
Josh Neufeld, A.D. After the Deluge (2009) Take 
notes:  Which parts of After the Deluge strike you the 
most?  Why? What, if anything, does a graphic novel 
offer that a conventional text does not?  Bring your 
notes to Wednesday’s class. 
 

 

F Feb 22 Dave Eggers, Zeitoun, part one. 
 

Week 7 
M Feb 25 
 

Hurricane Katrina  
Forum writing:  What, if anything, about this book surprised you?  What 
questions do you have for Eggers or Zeitoun? Draw closely on the readings and 
post your response on the forum by Sunday 6pm, bring a hard copy to class. 
 
Dave Eggers, Zeitoun, part two.   
 
A few resources on Muslims in America (more on WISE) 
• 30 Mosques blog project www.30mosques.com  
• “Muslims wearing things” blog project muslimswearingthings.tumblr.com 
• This American Life, “Shouting Across the Divide” 

www.thisamericanlife.org/radio-archives/episode/322/shouting-across-the-
divide 
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W Feb 27 
 

Dave Eggers, Zeitoun, part three.	  
	  
Angela Hattery and Earl Smith (2008), “Rights of Prisoners” in The Leading Rogue 
State: The US and Human Rights (Paradigm, 2009)  
INVESTIGATION ASSIGNMENT 
 

F Mar 1 Dave Eggers, Zeitoun, part four & selected articles. 
INVESTIGATION ASSIGNMENT 
 

 

Week 8 
M Mar 4 

Explaining Katrina 
 
Forum writing: What does Katrina tell us about US human rights, according to 
Nimtz and the other authors?  What questions do you have for the authors?  Draw 
closely on the readings. Post your response on the forum by Sunday 6pm. Bring a 
hard copy to class. 
 
August Nimtz, “Natural versus Social Phenomena: Cuba and the Lessons of 
Katrina” Black Scholar 36:4 (Winter 2006), pp.43–51.  Additional readings TBA. 
 

W Mar 6 - 
F Mar 8 
 

Jeremy Levitt and Matthew Whitaker, Hurricane Katrina: America’s Unnatural Disaster 
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press 2009), selections.  
 
Michael Eric Dyson, Come Hell or High Water: Hurricane Katrina and the Color of 
Disaster (Basic Civitas, 2006), selections. 
 
Diana, “Polishing the Slot Machines Before Katrina” in Underground America: 
Narratives of Undocumented Lives (Voice of Witness), pp.19-30 
 

Week 9 
M Mar 11 
 

Forum writing:  Does racism and fear of “others” explain the response to 
Katrina?  If so, how so?  If not, why not?  Draw closely on the readings and post 
your response on the WISE forum by Sunday night 6pm, bring a hard copy to 
class. 
 
Jeremy Levitt and Matthew Whitaker, Hurricane Katrina: America’s Unnatural Disaster 
(Lincoln: University of Nebraska Press 2009), selections.  
 
Michael Eric Dyson, Come Hell or High Water: Hurricane Katrina and the Color of 
Disaster (Basic Civitas, 2006), selections. 
 
David Cole, Enemy Aliens: Double Standards and Constitutional Freedoms in the War on 
Terrorism (2003) 
 

W Mar 13 
 

Amy Goodman and David Goodman, “Reclaiming Common Ground” in Standing 
Up to the Madness: Ordinary Heroes in Extraordinary Times (2009)  
 
This American Life, “Turn Coat” (2009) www.thisamericanlife.org/radio-
archives/episode/381/turncoat	  and additional readings TBA. 
 

F Mar 15 Rita Maran, “Detention and Torture in Guantanamo,” Social Justice Vol.33 No.4 
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 (2006)  
 
Amy Goodman and David Goodman, “T is for Terrorist” in Standing Up to the 
Madness: Ordinary Heroes in Extraordinary Times (2009) 
 
Rebecca Sanders, “(Im)Plausible Legality: The Rationalization of Human Rights 
Abuses in  The American ‘Global War on Terror” in International Journal of Human 
Rights, Vol. 15 No. 4 (2011), pp. 605-626  
	  

Week 10 
M Mar 18 

Complete paper draft is due today 
Writing Workshop 
 

Bring two hard copies of your paper today and 
post your draft in your WISE DropBox. 

W Mar 20 
 

Paper Writing exercise:  Developing the significance of your paper 
Step back from you first draft to consider its big picture implications: Is the US 
ready for human rights?  Respond carefully the readings and your first draft.  Bring 
a hard copy to class Wednesdays. 
  
Michael Ignatieff, “No Exceptions?  The U.S. Pick and Chose Approach to 
Human Rights” Human Rights in The World Community (2006). Other readings TBA.	  
 

F Mar 22 
 

Paper #2 due today. Bring a hard copy to class and upload an electronic copy to 
the WISE assignment folder. 
 

March 25-29 Spring break! 
 
Part III: Human Rights Advocacy  
 

What does it mean to change the world? 
 
Digital research: Identify a campaign, organization 
or group of activists who are working on a human 
rights issue in Salem (and/or surrounding areas).  
What strategies and activities are they pursuing?  
How do they frame their ideas? Arrange to meet an 
activist, visit the organization and/or attend an event. 
Post your initial research on the forum by Sunday 
6pm.  You will post an in depth profile on Friday. 
 

 

Week 11 
M Apr 1 
 

The reading list for the last part of our class will include, among other texts: 
 
Michael Barnett, Empire of Humanity: A History of Humanism, Ithaca NY: Cornell 
University Press, 2011 
 
Richard Pierre Claude, “What do Human Rights NGOs Do?” in Human Rights in 
The World Community (2006) 
	  
Adam Davies, “What We Don’t Talk About When We Don’t Talk About Service” 
The Critically Engaged Reader (Great Books Foundation, 2006), pp.148-154 
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Debra L. DeLaet, The Global Struggle for Human Rights (2006), “Human Rights 
Advocacy from Below” 
 
The Economist, “NGOs: Sins of the Secular Missionaries” (2000)  
 
Paul Farmer, Pathologies of Power: Health, Human Rights, and the New War on the Poor 
(Berkeley CA: University of California Press, 2003) 
 
Bronwyn Leebaw, “The Politics of Impartial Activism: Humanitarianism and 
Human Rights” Perspective on Politics, Vol.5 No. 2 (2007), pp. 223-239 
 

W, F  
Apr 3-5 
 

In the community assignment Profile a local human rights activist, organization 
or campaign. In the USA, human rights concerns often go by other names, such as 
social justice, civil rights, etc. Most campaigns focus on a specific issue-area related 
to the UDHR such as collective bargaining and labor rights, anti-racism, health 
care, LGBTQ rights, marriage equality, women’s rights, reproductive rights, 
immigrant rights, refugee advocacy, prisoner rights, etc.  You don’t have to agree 
with the organization or concern but you must be willing to listen respectfully, 
charitably, and with an open-mind to their case.  Your task is solely to understand 
their concerns and methods. Arrange to meet an activist, visit the organization 
and/or attend an event. Post your profile on WISE by Friday afternoon and 
read other students’ posts before Monday’s class. 
 
This week’s reading TBA. 
 

Week 12 
M Apr 8 
 

The politics of doing good 
Forum writing: Why is it so hard to do good things for other people?  Draw 
closely on the readings and post your response on the WISE forum by Sunday 
night 6pm, bring a hard copy to class. 
 
Dave Eggers, “Where We Were” from You Shall Know Our Velocity! (2002)  
 
Daniel Bergner, “The Call” The New York Times Magazine (29 Jan. 2006), pp.40-75 
 

W Apr 10 
 

Advocacy reading and assignments TBA. 

Th Apr 12 Special forum post due by 6pm. Post an effective op-ed, editorial or letter to the 
editor about your human rights issue (ideally related to the campaign you are 
researching).  Explain in depth why you find the op-ed effective, persuasive or 
informative.  What writing techniques can you draw on in your op-ed?  Post your 
response on the WISE forum by Thursday 6pm, bring two hard copy of the op-ed 
and your discussion to class. 
 

F Apr 13 Op-eds that (sometimes) change the world.  Reading TBA. 
 

Week 13 
M Apr 15 
 

Your op-ed is due today. Bring two hard copies to class for workshop. 
Advocacy reading TBA. 
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W F  
Apr 17-19 
 

Advocacy reading and assignments TBA. 
 
 

Week 14 
M W F 
Apr 22-
24-26 

Advocacy presentations 
Reading and assignments TBA. 
 

Week 15 
M Apr 29 
 

Last class.  Learning portfolio is due today: Your portfolio includes your 
“learning reflection letter” on your class contributions, your learning process, and 
your development as a student, writer and thinker (one page or less), accompanied 
with your weekly forum entries from the whole semester (hard copies). 
 

Advocacy project drafts deadlines will be announced in class. Your final project will be 
due on Monday May 6 at 11am (no exceptions). Upload an electronic copy to the WISE 
assignment folder and bring a hard copy to my office.  
 

Politics Colloquium, The Struggle for Human Rights 
“Human Rights, Then & Now” Listening and Reading Assignment  

due in class on Wednesday, January 16 
 
This American life, Habeas Schmabeas 2007 (a one hour podcast), available at 
www.thisamericanlife.org/radio-archives/episode/331/Habeas-Schmabeas-2007 (and on WISE).  
 
Before you start listening, take a look at the Habeas Corpus Act of 1679 (on WISE). 
 
Lynn Hunt, Inventing Human Rights (Norton 2007), short selection. 
 
Costas Douzinas, Are Human Rights Western?” and “What are Human Rights?” (March 2009). 
Available at www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/libertycentral/2009/mar/11/liberty-central-
deconstructing-rights and 
www.guardian.co.uk/commentisfree/libertycentral/2009/mar/18/human-rights-asylum  
 
Prepare notes on the following questions. We will use your notes as a basis for 
Wednesday discussion. I will collect and read your notes (but I will not assign a grade to 
them). 
 
1. Your response:  What (if anything) did you find interesting, surprising or shocking in this 
documentary and the reading assignment?  What did you learn that you didn’t know before?  
What questions did the documentary and the reading assignment raise for you? 
 
2. What is habeas corpus?  When, why and how did habeas corpus become a foundational human 
right?  What are the strongest arguments made for and against habeas corpus in the documentary?  
Which argument(s) do you find most compelling and why? 
 
3. Are human rights new or old?  What do the authors and commentators suggest?   
 
 


