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Politics 316 The Politics of International Justice 
Spring 2014   MWF 10:20-11:20am  Art 212 

 

 
 
Prof. Jonneke Koomen, PhD      jkoomen@willamette edu 
Sign up for office hours: http://tinyurl.com/profkoomen     Smullin 319 
 
Description 
How can the international community hold leaders responsible for genocide, crimes 
against humanity and other human rights violations? In this class we will examine the 
ways in which international criminal courts and tribunals have sought to end impunity 
for human rights abuses. We will consider key institutions, innovations and dilemmas 
in international criminal justice, explore political and scholarly debates, and analyze 
the relationship between international, national and local justice mechanisms. Our 
focus will be on historical and contemporary case studies, including Germany, 
Yugoslavia, Rwanda, Sierra Leone, and on-going International Criminal Court 
investigations throughout Africa, paying particular attention to cases involving sexual 
violence. 
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Course objectives and learning outcomes 
This class is designed to help students improve the following skills and abilities:   
  
Think! 
Analyze! 
Propose 
ideas! 

Analyze the ways in which power politics, international hierarchy, principled 
ideas and activism shape the development and practices of international 
justice. Examine the dilemmas of pursuing justice through international courts, 
and propose new ideas and alternative viewpoints on current debates about 
international justice.  

 
Read,  
read again, 
and re-read 
 

Closely, actively and thoughtfully read and respond to difficult scholarly texts, 
reports, primary texts, and other sources on the politics of international justice. 
 

Write, 
rewrite, 
and rewrite 
 

Write clear, coherent, and carefully crafted arguments and analyses of the 
politics of international justice, engage with multiple forms of writing (e.g. 
analytical essays, reflective writing, briefs and proposals, and informal writing).  
 

Discuss, 
reflect, 
Listen... 

Thoughtfully discuss and analyze questions about the politics of international 
justice through class discussions, small groups and class presentations, 
examining connections between scholarly texts and contemporary political 
controversies. An important skill for anyone engaged in international justice is 
to carefully and respectfully listen to other people’s perspectives.  
 

 
Assignments and due dates 
 
1. Class participation and portfolio writing (20% of the final grade). This includes: 
 
• Class portfolio (see “about your class portfolio”): Your portfolio will include weekly analysis 

and discussion of class reading assignments, reflections on film screenings, proposed 
discussion questions, short homework assignments, written responses to community 
events where relevant, etc. Post your weekly portfolio anytime before Sunday, 
7.30pm. 
 

• Contributing towards an encouraging, supportive and engaged learning community inside 
and outside our classroom; contributing to small and large group discussions; listening and 
responding to other students. 
 

• In class presentations, peer reviews, in-class “informal” writing, short homework 
assignments, occasional reading quizzes. 

 
2. Formal Writing (80% of the final grade). This includes: 
 
• Part I Power, ideas and institutions exam (20% of the final grade). Study session/workshop 

on Monday February 17 in class. In-class exam Wednesday February 19.  
 

• Part II Dilemmas of international justice amicus brief (20% of the final grade). Final version 
due Friday March 21, hard copy and electronic upload (early draft due dates TBA) 
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• Part III: International justice advocacy project & presentation (20% of the final grade). 
Multiple due dates in April and class presentations in week 14. 

 
• Final take-home exam. Electronic submission due Tuesday May 6 at 11am (20% of the 

final grade). NOTE: there is absolutely no flexibility on this deadline set by the registrar. 
 
Learning environment 
It can be very difficult to talk about mass violence, enormous suffering, and the dilemmas of 
international justice. We can only attempt to do this in a supportive learning environment. Here 
are some expectations I have of you and some expectations you should have of me: 
 
• All of us should adopt a “learning mode.”  This means we must humbly listen to others and 

be respectful and supportive of each other when expressing our arguments and analyses. 
Everyone has a responsibility to contribute towards an encouraging and supportive 
community inside and outside our classroom. Even when you feel angry or offended by 
something someone has said, I ask you to respond in a way that affirms other students’ 
efforts, while presenting alternative ways of looking at the question and/or trying to move the 
conversation forward. In short, be generous, be kind, and push yourself to engage. 
 

• I am committed to making reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities 
documented by Disability Services (see www.willamette.edu/dept/disability). If you wish to 
discuss academic accommodations for this class, please contact me no later than the 
second week of class (or as soon as possible).  

 
• Come to class prepared and engaged. Print out the readings and your reading reflections 

so you can refer to them during class. Laptop use undermines classroom participation. For 
this reason, I ask students not to use computers in class, unless you have a specific learning 
need you have discussed with me in advance. Instead, please bring your journal/reading 
notebook. It goes without saying; please turn off your cell phones.  

 
• I expect all students to attend every class session.  Don’t arrive late and don’t pack up 

and leave class early (similarly, I will strive to begin and end class on time). Please do not 
request “excused absences” for non-emergencies. Excused absences will only be granted in 
cases of documented medical illness and documented emergencies. If you observe a 
religious holy day or participate in a scheduled university-sponsored event that prevents you 
from attending class, please notify me by the second week of class (or as soon as possible).  

 
• If you are absent due to a university event, illness, emergency, or any other reason you are 

responsible for catching up on missed work. First, you must borrow notes and find out 
about activities, assignments and announcements you have missed from fellow students, 
and complete readings. In-class writing assignments and quizzes cannot be “made up.” 
More than two unexcused absences will result in a participation grade penalty. 
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Reading   

 
 

This is an upper-division seminar designed to prepare students who will 
be working on senior theses, students who may wish to consider 
graduate study, or students considering research or advocacy work. This 
class relies on scholarly texts rather than a textbook. 
 
We will use an online course packet on the WISE website. 
wise.willamette.edu/portal/site/POLI-316-01-14_SP I will occasionally 
add or change the readings to respond to events, class discussions, and 
students’ interests. Please keep all the readings together in a dedicated 
binder. 
 

Closely read all assigned texts before class. Close reading means reading texts more than 
once, underlining and highlighting pages, and writing questions in the margins. Most 
importantly, I expect you to make notes on the readings, preferably in your dedicated 
notebook or journal. Your notes should include the main points of the text, the author’s 
assumptions, questions about confusing points, and your own responses to and reflections 
on the text.  
 
Again, it is not sufficient to read the text on your computer screen (with a few exceptions I’ll 
alert you to!). You must download and print each of the assigned readings, file them in a 
dedicated binder, and bring the binder (along with your notes) to class. 
 
What does my grade mean? 
93‐100     A 
90‐92      A‐ 

This grade is awarded rarely and only for excellent work, i.e. achievement 
outstanding relative to the level necessary to meet course requirements. 

88‐89      B+ 
83‐87      B 
80‐82      B- 
 

This grade is awarded only for good and very good work, i.e. achievement 
significantly above the level necessary to meet course requirements. 

78‐79      C+ 
73‐77      C  
70‐72      C‐ 
 

This grade is awarded for satisfactory work, i.e. achievement meeting course 
requirements in every respect. 

68‐69      D+ 
63‐67      D 
60‐62      D‐ 
 

This grade is awarded for below standard work, i.e. work that does not fully meet 
course requirements. 

59% or less  F Performance failing to meet the course requirements. 
 
Students must attend class and complete all assignments to receive a passing grade. More 
than two unexcused absences will result in a final grade penalty. 
 
Scholastic dishonesty  
Scholastic and intellectual dishonesty includes plagiarizing, cheating on assignments or 
exams, engaging in unauthorized collaboration on academic work, acquiring test materials 
without permission, dishonestly obtaining grades, fabricating or falsifying of data or analysis. I 
report all suspected cases of scholastic dishonesty to the Dean’s Office for investigation. 
Students found to engage in scholastic dishonesty will be assigned zero points for the 
assignment or test. Students may collaboratively work together in order to prepare for taking 
the examinations. You may also read each other’s papers and provide feedback. However, 
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most writing assignments are not group projects and should be achieved individually (with a 
few exceptions we will discuss in class).  Papers that seem to have been written as 
unauthorized collaborations are in violation of this scholastic dishonesty code.  
 

Schedule 
The world of international justice changes fast.  The reading assignments and class schedule will 
change to respond to current events, as well as students’ needs. Changes will be announced in class. 
 

Part I  Power, Ideas & Institutions 
 

“To show that justice has its practical and ideological limits is not to slight it… The entire aim is rather to 
account for the difficulties which the morality of justice faces in a morally pluralistic world and to help it 

recognize its real place in it – not above the political world but in its very midst.”  
J. Shklar, Legalism: Law, Morals and Political Trials (1986), 122–123 

 

Week 1 Introduction 
   
Jan. 13, 15, 17 
MLK WEEK 
Monday The Politics of International Justice: Introductions  
 
Wednesday The Politics of War Crimes Tribunals 
 

Gary Bass, Stay the Hand of Vengeance: The Politics of War Crimes Tribunals 
(Princeton University Press, 2001), “Introduction” 

   
Audio: American RadioWorks, Justice on Trial (2002) 
americanradioworks.publicradio.org/features/justiceontrial/ 
 
Bring your notes to class: Why bother with war crimes tribunals? Do they 
matter? What’s the debate? What’s Bass’s argument? Is it compelling? 
 

Special events 
Thursday 
Jan. 16 
 

University Convocation: Race and Racism 201 
11:30-12:30 Cone Chapel 
Wondering how to contribute productively to discussions of race and racism? American Ethnic 
Studies faculty, representing four departments, will offer some basic guidance for respectful 
dialogue and avoiding offense of your classmates, professors, and friends. Come hear your 
questions answered and learn some tips for antiracist language and listening skills. 
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Celebrating the Voices Behind the Dream 
Thursday 7pm Hudson Concert Hall 
Rev. Dr. Jamie Washington, SEI Sounds of Soul Mass Choir (sponsored by Produce Row), WU’s  
Acapella group: UpTop, Spoken Word Artists: Rosie Glade ‘12 and Leandra Stanley ‘13. 
 
The Rev. Dr. Jamie Washington will examine how everyone can be an instrument for change and 
how the Civil Rights Movement impacted his work. Washington is the president and founder of the 
Washington Consulting Group, a multicultural organizational development firm in Baltimore. He is 
also a founder of the Social Justice Institute, which provides leadership and development 
opportunities for social justice educators across the nation. Dr. Washington holds a Ph.D. in College 
Student Development with a concentration in Multicultural Education from the University of Maryland 
College Park. Dr. Washington has held leadership positions including the Campaign to End 
Homophobia and the National Black Lesbian and Gay Leadership Forum. He has over 30 years of 
experience in music ministry, is an ordained minister and currently serves as an Associate Minister 
at Unity Fellowship Church of Baltimore. One free ticket per University member (WU ID required), 
available at the Putnam University Center 2nd floor (9am-4pm) beginning Jan. 13.  
 

 
Friday  Nuremburg 
 

Gary Bass, Stay the Hand of Vengeance: The Politics of War Crimes Tribunals 
(Princeton University Press, 2001), “Nuremburg.”  

 
Nuremberg Principles (“London Charter”) 
 
Bring your notes to class: Should the Allies have shot the Nazis? Draw on the 
assigned reading to make your case.   
 
Look over the Nuremberg Principles. If you were a lawyer for Nazi defendant, 
what would stand out?  If you were a survivor of WW2, what would stand out? 
 
In class: PBS Legacy of War (excerpts) 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=FsOpcMFkrFs 

 
 

Week 2 Mass Violence, Memory and Trials  
Jan.20, 22, 24 
Monday Memory and mass violence online research assignment 
MLK Day   

First, read Ian Buruma, The Wages of Guilt: Memories of War in Germany and 
Japan (New York: Farrar, Straus & Giroux 1994), Please read the chapter 
“History on Trial,” pp.137-176. (If you are able, read the text by Martha Minow 
too.) Second, reflect: How do people remember (or fail to remember) their own 
nation’s complicity in mass violence and widespread human rights abuses?  
Third, online research: Focusing on one country, research a memorial, sites of 
remembrance, exhibits, ceremony, speech, or other ritual of remembrance. 
Like Buruma, you may focus on Germany and Japan, or you can examine 
another country (consider where we live too!). Fourth, present your most 
compelling media find (plus sources, links) and a brief discussion on the WISE 
forum (or your own blog, just post the url link on WISE). Connect your 
discussion to the reading assignment(s).  Deadline: TBA in class. 
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Wednesday Do trials help us understand and remember mass violence? 
 

Martha Minow, Between Vengeance and Forgiveness (1998), Please read 
Chapters 1-3, pp.1-51 

 
Friday International justice in the Balkans and beyond 
 

Slavenka Drakulić, They Would Never Hurt a Fly: War Criminals on Trial in The 
Hague (2004), 1-23, 121-138, 158-175 

 
  Roy Gutman, Crimes of War: What the Public Should Know (1999), section. 

 
Richard J. Goldstone and Adam M. Smith, International Judicial Institutions: 
The Architecture of International Justice at Home and Abroad (2009), Read: 
“Post-Cold War Justice: The UN Ad Hoc Tribunals, Mixed Courts, and the ICC,” 
95-110. 

	  
	   Resource: Srebrenica: A Cry From The Grave 

www.pbs.org/wnet/cryfromthegrave/index.html  
 
Week 3  Justice after Mass Violence in the 1990s  
Jan. 27, 29, 31 
Sunday Portfolio entry due by 7.30pm. Why is it so hard to arrest and prosecute 

alleged war criminals? What are the dilemmas in prosecuting them in 
international courts? 

 
Monday  From the Balkans to The Hague 
 

Elizabeth Neuffer, The Key to My Neighbors House, 2001. Please read Hasan 
Nuhanović’s story.  
 
Gary Bass, Stay the Hand of Vengeance: The Politics of War Crimes Tribunals 
(Princeton University Press, 2001), Please read “The Hague.” 
 
Resource:  www.pbs.org/frontlineworld/stories/iwitness/ Please Watch: “Bosnia: 
The Arrest of Radovan Karadzic” “Bosnia: The Men Who Got Away” and 
“Serbia: Closing in on War Criminals” 
www.pbs.org/frontlineworld/watch/player.html?pkg=iw_101&seg=5&mod=0 

 
Optional: Jack Hitt, Radovan Karadzic’s New-Age Adventure, New York Times 
Magazine (July 2009) nytimes.com/2009/07/26/magazine/26karadzic-t.html 

 
Wednesday Victor’s justice and state cooperation 
 

Victor Peskin, “Beyond Victor’s Justice: The Challenge of Prosecuting the 
Winners at the International Criminal Tribunals for the Former Yugoslavia and 
Rwanda,” Journal of Human Rights (2005), 213-31. 
 
Bring your notes to class: Are the ICTY and the ICTY victor’s justice? What’s 
state-cooperation and why does it matter in international justice? 
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Friday Should we take the Milosevic trial seriously?   
 

Jonathan Graubart and Latha Varadarajan, “Taking Milosevic Seriously: 
Imperialism, Law and the Politics of Global Justice,” International Relations 
(2013), 439-460.  

 
Week 4 The Battle for the International Criminal Court 
Feb. 3, 5, 7  
Sunday  Portfolio entry due at 7.30pm: Who built the ICC?  How were they able to 

accomplish this? Would it be possible to accomplish this today? Draw closely 
on the assigned reading. 

 
Monday & Watch at home: The Reckoning: The Battle for the International Criminal Court  
Wednesday (2009) vimeo.com/9160246  
 

Research: The Rome Statute for the ICC www.un.org/law/icc/index.html   
 
Marlies Glasius, The International Criminal Court: A Global Civil Society 
Achievement (2006), selections. 

 
Pam Spees, “Women’s Advocacy in the Creation of the International Criminal 
Court: Changing the Landscapes of Justice and Power” Signs (2003) 

 
Online research: The ICC’s website www.icc-cpi.int  
Coalition for the ICC www.iccnow.org  
Women’s Initiatives for Gender Justice www.iccwomen.org   
 
Optional: Barbara Bedont and Katherine Hall Martinez, “Ending Impunity for 
Gender Crimes Under the International Criminal Court” The Brown Journal of 
World Affairs (1999), pp.65-85. 
www.iccwomen.org/publications/articles/index.php 

	  
Carol Estes, “This is What Justice Looks Like,” Yes Magazine (2003). Available 
at www.yesmagazine.org/issues/our-planet-our-selves/this-is-what-justice-
looks-like	  

 
Friday Kathryn Sikkink, The Justice Cascade: How Human Rights Prosecutions are 

Changing World Politics (2011), read “Introduction” and “The Streams of the 
Justice Cascade,” 1-28, 96-125. 

 
Optional: Kenneth Roth, “The Case for Universal Jurisdiction” (2001) and Henry 
Kissinger, “The Pitfalls of Universal Jurisdiction” Foreign Affairs (2001) (on 
WISE as a single PDF file with Roth) 
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Week 5   The ICC & Africa 
Feb. 10, 12, 14 
Sunday   Portfolio entry due today 7.30pm: 1. Is the ICC a colonial project? Draw 

closely on the assigned reading. 2. Write your own study guide and post it on 
WISE. 

 
Monday  Pursuit of Justice or Western Plot? 
 

Mahmoud Mamdani, “The New Humanitarian Order,” The Nation, September 
2010, www.thenation.com/article/new-humanitarian-order	  

 
Sarah H. Nouwen and Wouter G. Werner. “Doing Justice to the Political: The 
International Criminal Court in Uganda and Sudan” European Journal of 
International Law (2010), 941-965.  
 
New African, Fatou Bensouda: "We Are Not Against Africa" (September 2012), 
www.newafricanmagazine.com/features/politics/fatou-bensouda-we-are-not-
against-africa   
 
More resources: ICC Prosecutor’s Forum, “Is the International Criminal Court 
(ICC) targeting Africa inappropriately?” http://iccforum.com/africa read opinions 
of invited experts.  

 
Avocats Sans Frontieres, Open Your Eyes to Injustice 

  www.asf.be/publications/africa-and-the-icc-mending-fences/ 
 

David Kaye, “Who’s Afraid of the International Criminal Court?” Foreign 
Affairs (May-June 2011), 118-129. 

 
Mary Kimani, “Pursuit of Justice or Western Plot? International Indictments Stir 
Angry Debate,” All Africa (November 2009) 
 
New African, “ICC, A Tool To Recolonize Africa” (March 2012) 
www.newafricanmagazine.com/special-reports/sector-reports/icc-vs-africa/icc-
a-tool-to-recolonise-africa 

 
Wednesday The ICC and the Central African Republic 
 

Marlies Glasius, “‘We Ourselves, We Are Part of the Functioning’: The ICC, 
Victims, and Civil Society in the Central African Republic” African Affairs (2009), 
49-67 

International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH), Report of the International 
Investigative Mission, “War crimes in the Central African Republic: When the 
Elephants Fight, The Grass Suffers” (February 2003)  
 

Take a look Watch: Bemba Trial http://vimeo.com/17305533 

The Bemba Trial and the Situation in the Central African Republic www.icc-
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cpi.int/menus/icc/situations%20and%20cases/situations/situation%20icc%2001
05/ 

  Open Society Initiative, Bemba Trial Website www.bembatrial.org 

  Coalition for the ICC, Bemba Case www.iccnow.org/?mod=bemba 

Friday  The ICC and Africa continued 
 

Task: Research latest developments on an ICC case in Africa.  
 
Felix Mukwiza Ndahinda, “The Bemba-Banyamulenge Case before the ICC: 
From Individual to Collective Criminal Responsibility” International Journal of 
Transitional Justice (2013), 476–496, 
 
William A. Schabas, “The Banality of International Justice” Journal of 
International Criminal Justice (2013), 545-551.  
 
Additional readings TBA. 

 

Week 6 Part I Exam  
Feb. 17, 19, 21    
WU Africa Week  
 
Monday Study session and workshop. 
 
Wednesday  In class exam. 
 

Part II   Dilemmas of International Justice 
Thursday  Africa Week lecture: Professor John Comaroff, Harvard University 
Evening  

John Comaroff is the Hugh K. Foster Professor of African and African American 
Studies and Anthropology. His current research is on crime and policing in South 
Africa, democracy and difference, and postcolonial politics. His books include with 
Jean Comaroff Of Revelation and Revolution (2 vols.), Ethnography and the Historical 
Imagination, Modernity and Its Malcontents, Civil Society and the Political Imagination in 
Africa, Millennial Capitalism and the Culture of Neoliberalism, Law and Disorder in the 
Postcolony, Ethnicity, Inc., Zombies et frontières à l’ère néolibérale, and Theory from the 
South:  Or, How Euro-America Is Evolving Toward Africa. 

 
Friday  J. Comaroff and J. Comaroff, Law and Disorder in the Postcolony, selection. 
 

Reading question: What is lawfare?  What does this concept contribute to the 
study of international justice? Bring your notes to class. 
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Week 7 International Court, Local Justice? Special Court for Sierra Leone 
Feb. 24, 26, 28 

 
The Special Court for Sierra Leone closed on 1 January 2014 

 
Sunday Portfolio entry due today 7.30pm. Can international criminal tribunals make 

sense of African conflicts? Why? Why not? What’s at stake? Draw explicitly on 
the readings and the case of Sierra Leone. 

 
Monday & Culture under cross-examination at the SCSL 
Wednesday   

Watch at home: ICTJ, Seeds of Justice ictj.org/multimedia/video/seeds-justice  
   

Tim Kelsall, Culture Under Cross-Examination: International Justice and the 
Special Court for Sierra Leone (2009) (ebook available through Hatfield). 

 
Film in class: War Don Don (2010) www.wardondonfilm.com  

 
Friday The Charles Taylor trial at the SCSL 
 

Marlies Glasius and Tim Meijers, “Constructions of Legitimacy: The Charles 
Taylor Trial,” International Journal of Transitional Justice (2012), 229-252 

 
New African, “Justice Sow: Charles Taylor Should Have Walked Free” (Dec 
2012) newafricanmagazine.com/features/interviews/justice-sow-charles-taylor-
should-have-walked-free	  
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Week 8 Prosecuting sexual violence in international courts 
March 3, 5, 7 
Monday Rape and sexual violence as an international crime 
 

Elizabeth Neuffer, The Key to My Neighbors House, 2001. Please read “What 
A Tutsi Woman Tastes Like,” “Justice Must Be Seen To Be Done,” and 
“Rwandan Crimes, Arusha Justice,” Chapters 11, 14 and 16. 

 
Amicus Brief Respecting Amendment of the Indictment and Supplementation of 
the Evidence to Ensure the Prosecution of Rape and Other Sexual Violence 
within the Competence of the Tribunal (27 May 1997) 
 
Resources: Human Rights Watch, “Shattered Lives: Sexual Violence during the 
Rwandan Genocide and its Aftermath” (1996) 
www.hrw.org/reports/1996/Rwanda.htm 

	  
Take a look: ICTR, Akayesu Judgment, 1998  
www1.umn.edu/humanrts/instree/ICTR/AKAYESU_ICTR-96-
4/Judgment_ICTR-96-4-T.html 
 
Additional reading: Peter Landesman, “A Woman’s Work” New York Times 
Magazine (September 2002) 

 
Wednesday  Witnesses and testimony on sexual violence at the ICTR 

Binaifer Nowrojee, “Your Justice Is Too Slow: Will the ICTR Fail Rwanda’s 
Rape Victims?” United Nations Research Institute For Social Development 
(2005) 

Jonneke Koomen, “‘Without These Women, the Tribunal Cannot Do Anything’: 
The Politics of Witness Testimony on Sexual Violence at the International 
Criminal Tribunal for Rwanda” Signs (2013) 

 
Friday  Testifying at the ICTY 
 

Watch at home: PBS, Women, War & Peace: I Came to Testify   
www.pbs.org/wnet/women-war-and-peace/full-episodes/i-came-to-testify/	  
	  
Slavenka Drakulić, They Would Never Hurt a Fly: War Criminals on Trial in The 
Hague, pp.51-65 

 
Eric Stover, The Witness: War Crimes and the Promise of Justice in The Hague 
(university of Pennsylavia Press, 2005), selections on WISE. 
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Week 9   Victims, Witnesses, Testimony and Participation at the ICC 
March 10, 12, 14 
Sunday  Portfolio entry due by 7:30pm Would you advise a victim-survivor of mass 

violence to testify at the ICC? Draw on last week’s materials on the ICTY and 
the ICTR and investigate the provisions for victims and witnesses in the Rome 
Statute. 
 

Monday Victims and Witnesses at the ICC 
 

Readings TBA. 
 
ICC Prosecutor’s Forum, “Can the International Criminal Court (ICC) sustain a 
conviction for the underlying crime of mass rape without testimony from 
victims?” iccforum.com/massrape read the opinions of the invited experts. 

  
Research: Women’s Initiatives for Gender Justice www.iccwomen.org 

 
Wednesday Victims and Witnesses at the Lubanga Trial  
 

Readings TBA. 
 
Adam Hochchild, “Trial of Thomas Lubanga” The Atlantic (2009) 
theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2009/12/the-trial-of-thomas-lubanga/307762/  

 
  Research: Open Society, Lubanga Trial website www.lubangatrial.org/ 
 
Friday   Victim participation at the ICC 
 

Mariana Pena and Gaelle Carayon, “Is the ICC Making the Most of Victim 
Participation?” International Journal of Transitional Justice, 2013, 518–535. 

Additional readings TBA. 

Week 10  Peace & Justice   
March 17, 19, 21  
Sunday   Portfolio entry due today 7.30pm. Is the ICC an obstacle to peace? Draw on 

the assigned readings. 
  
Monday Kathryn Sikkink, The Justice Cascade: How Human Rights Prosecutions Are 

Changing World Politics (2011), “Global Deterrence and Human Rights 
Prosecutions, 162-188. 

 
Leslie Vinjamuri, “Deterrence, Democracy, and the Pursuit of International 
Justice,” Ethics and International Affairs (2010), 191-211. 

 
Optional: Bill Pace, “To what extent can the ICC advance peace around the 
world?” (2013) http://iccforum.com/forum/peace-lecture (video)	  
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Wednesday Payam Akhavan, “Are International Criminal Tribunals a Disincentive to Peace? 
Reconciling Judicial Romanticism with Political Realism,” Human Rights 
Quarterly (2009), 624-654. 
 
Kate Cronin-Furman, “Managing Expectations: International Criminal Trials and 
the Prospect for Deterrence of Mass Atrocity,” International Journal of 
Transitional Justice (2013), 434–454 
 

Resources Nicholas Waddell and Phil Clark, Courting Conflict: Justice, Peace and the ICC 
in Africa (2008) 
royalafricansociety.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=415 

 
Human Rights Watch, Selling Justice Short: Why Accountability Matters for 
Peace (2009) www.hrw.org/en/reports/2009/07/07/selling-justice-short 

 
Friday  Part II Amicus brief due today. Hard copy and electronic upload. 
 
Mar.24-28       Spring break! 
 

Part III International Justice Advocacy 
 
Week 11   International Justice and the US 
March 31, April 2, 4 
Sunday Portfolio assignment due today at 7.30pm: Should the US join the ICC? 

Make a case in the form of a blog post, op-ed, FAQ guide for US voters, policy 
brief, etc. What should Americans know about the ICC? Draw on the readings 
explicitly. 

Monday Should the US join the ICC? 
Kathryn Sikkink, The Justice Cascade: How Human Rights Prosecutions Are 
Changing World Politics (2011). Read: “Is the United States Immune from the 
Justice Cascade?” 189-222 
 
John Bolton, “The Risks And Weaknesses of the International Criminal Court 
from America’s Perspective” Law and Contemporary Problems (2001) 
www.law.duke.edu/journals/64LCPBolton  

 
Additional readings TBA. 
 

Consider: Do US politicians care about international justice?  
 
Democracy Now, “Bush’s Shrinking World” (2011) 
www.democracynow.org/2011/2/10/bushs_shrinking_world_george_w_bush 
 

Wednesday David Kaye, “America’s Honeymoon with the ICC” Foreign Affairs (April 2013) 
www.foreignaffairs.com/articles/139170/david-kaye/americas-honeymoon-with-
the-icc    
 
Andrea Birdsall, “The ‘Monster That We Need to Slay? Global Governance, the 
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United States, and the International Criminal Court” Global Governance (2010), 
451-470 

Additional readings TBA. 

 

Friday           
 
Donald MacGuish and Tom 
Ruby, “The International Criminal 
Court: Could American Military 
Officers Be Tried in The Hague?” 
Pew Case 270 (2003). 
 
Additional readings TBA 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

Week 12  The ICC: Lobbying for Investigations    
Apr. 7, 9, 11   
Sunday  Portfolio entry due today at 7.30pm. The ICC: A Call for Action. Which mass 

atrocities should the ICC investigate and why? Propose a “situation” for the ICC 
Chief Prosecutor, Fatou Bensouda to investigate (for situations concerning 
state parties). Alternatively, propose a situation to UN Security Counsel (for 
situations concerning states not party to the Rome Statute). 

 
Monday  Lobbying for investigations 
 

Bartram S. Brown, “Bringing a Case to the ICC: Pathways and Thresholds” in 
Sarah B. Sewell and Carly Kaysen (eds), The United States and the 
International Criminal Court: National Security and International Law (Rowman 
& Littlefield, 2000) (3 page chart) 

 
ICC Prosecutor’s Forum, http://iccforum.com/gaza “Does the Prosecutor of 
the ICC have the authority to open an investigation into alleged crimes 
committed in the 2008-2009 Gaza conflict?” Read opinions of invited experts. 
 
Marlies Glasius, “The ICC and the Gaza war: Legal limits, symbolic politics” 
(March 2009) www.opendemocracy.net/article/the-icc-and-the-gaza-war-legal-
limits-symbolic-politics  
 
Eugene Kontorovich, “Israel/Palestine: The ICC’s Uncharted Territory” Journal 
of International Criminal Justice (2013), 979-999. 

 
 Additional/updated readings TBA. 
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Research Gaza updates: 
  
BBC Online, ICC Prosecutor Rejects Palestinian Recognition (4 April 2011) 
www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-17602425 
 
Aljazeera America, Should Palestinians Seek Justice At The Hague? (12 
December 2013) america.aljazeera.com/opinions/2013/12/should-
palestineseekjusticeinthehague.html 

 
Wednesday  Kony in Context: Invisible Children, the ICC & the dilemmas of advocacy 
& Friday 

 

Watch: KONY 2012 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y4MnpzG5Sqc and 
research invisiblechildren.com/  
 
Updated readings TBA. 
 
Mahmood Mamdani, “What Jason did not tell Gavin and 
his army of invisible children” Pambazuka (March 2012) 
www.pambazuka.org/en/category/features/80787  
 
Adam Branch, “Kony Part II: Accountability, not 
awareness” Aljazeera (April 2012) 
www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2012/04/201247943
869166.html  
 
Tim Allen, Trial Justice: The International Criminal Court 
and the Lord's Resistance Army (Palgrave Macmillan, 
2006), selections. 
 

Adam Branch, Displacing Human Rights: War and Intervention in Northern Uganda 
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011), selections. 
 
Nicholas Waddell and Phil Clark, Courting Conflict: Justice, Peace and the ICC in Africa, 
The Royal African Society (2008), selections. Available at: 
www.royalafricansociety.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=415 
 
Samar Al-Bulushi and Adam Branch, “AFRICOM and the ICC: Enforcing international 
justice in Africa?” Pambazuka News, 27 May 2010. Available at 
www.pambazuka.org/en/category/features/64752  
 
Uganda’s ICC referral: www-
rohan.sdsu.edu/~abranch/Current%20Projects/Uganda%20ICC%20Referral%202003.pdf  
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Week 13  The Politics of Advocacy  
April 14, 18 
Monday The Politics of Advocacy  
 

Presenting your campaign, targeting your audience streamlining your message. 
Readings TBA. 

 
Wednesday Student Scholarship Recognition Day 2014. International justice panels. 
 
Friday  Self-directed presentation workshops. Readings TBA. 
 
Week 14 Advocacy campaigns    
April 21, 23, 25 
Monday   Advocacy campaign presentations. Readings TBA. 
Wednesday 
& Friday 
 
Week 15 Advocacy and international justice 
April 29 
Monday Last class 

Final portfolio and cover letter due in class (hard copy and electronic upload).   
 
Final take-home essay exam due May 6 at 11am. Electronic upload.  
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About your class portfolio  
 
Why? This class asks each student to engage with difficult texts and ideas. Your class 
portfolio is designed to help you connect-the-dots by: 
 

(1) Reflecting in writing on the key ideas and questions raised in readings;  
(2) Making connections between scholarly readings, policy documents, and current 

developments in international justice;  
(3) Developing your own resource of reading notes and ideas for you to draw on 

when you participate in class discussions, write your papers, independent 
research papers, and present in class; 

 
What?  Your portfolio will include: 

• Responses to class readings (every Sunday by 7.30pm) 
• Reflections on class discussion questions  
• Short homework assignments 
• Analysis of film screenings 
• Responses to events related to international criminal justice 

 
How? Post your portfolio entry on the WISE discussion forum and bring a copy to 
class.  Be sure to back up your entire portfolio as a single word document on your 
computer (and save it to a server). You will turn in your entire portfolio at the end of 
the semester. 
 
When? You will be expected to add reading responses to your portfolio weekly (post 
on WISE no later than Sunday at 7.30pm). You will be regularly be asked to discuss 
selections from your portfolio in class, bring them to class, and/or present them in 
class.  
 
 


