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Politics 214 International Politics Spring 2013 
MWF 12:40-1:40 in Eaton 211 

 
Image: McArthurʼs Universal Corrective Map of the World www.odt.org 

 
 

Description   
 
This class introduces students to key questions that animate the study of international politics.  
Why do nation-states go to war?  Can international institutions and international trade help mitigate 
conflict?  To answer these questions, we will investigate the implications of international anarchy 
and evaluate competing theoretical approaches that examine war, international institutions, and the 
global economy.  We will explore the causes of violent conflict, the emergence of human rights 
norms and international courts, the dilemmas of humanitarian intervention, the politics of free 
trade and global inequality by examining examples from the Caribbean, Bolivia, Rwanda, Europe, 
the USA, and beyond.  We will discuss what it means to think about contentious debates from a 
“global perspective” and reflect on the ways in which international politics shapes our own lives.  
 
professor  Jonneke Koomen, Ph.D.  
contact jkoomen @ willamette.edu  office Smullin 319  
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Course objectives & learning outcomes 
 
This class is designed to help students improve the following skills and abilities:   
  
• Explain, evaluate, question, and apply:  Explain, evaluate, and ask thoughtful questions about the 

key paradigms (or theories) in the study of international politics and apply these paradigms to 
empirical issues;  
 

• Think globally:  Examine politics and society from a “global perspective” and reflect on the ways 
in which theoretical debates in international politics relate to people’s everyday lives; 

 

• Read closely:  Actively and thoughtfully read and respond to diverse scholarly, literary, journalistic 
perspectives on international politics;  

 

• Write, discuss, and listen:  Write and speak about contentious issues in international politics in a 
thoughtful and coherent way, while carefully listening to other people’s experiences and 
perspectives. 

 
Assignments & due dates 
 

Class engagement, short assignments, and quizzes:  Attendance is required and I expect all 
students to prepare for, attend, and actively participate in each class.  We will have (almost) weekly 
reading quizzes (25% of the final grade) 
 

Midterm I: In class exam (25% of the final grade)  
 

Midterm II: A take-home essay exam (25% of the final grade) 
 

Final: Cumulative in class exam (25% of the final grade) 
 

The exams assess understanding of course materials, including lectures, readings and classroom 
activities.  The exams will involve writing answers to short-answer questions and/or essays.  The 
final take-home exam is cumulative, i.e. it is designed to help you synthesize and scrutinize what 
you have learned throughout the semester.  In-class quizzes, review sessions, and study guides will 
help you prepare for the exams.   
 
Class engagement  
 
International Relations is not something that just happens “far away” and “over there.”  Global 
politics shapes our everyday lives.  As such, everyone has something important to contribute to the 
study of international politics and this class requires a high level of student engagement and 
participation inside and outside the classroom.  We have much to learn from each other.  As such, 
this class requires a high level of student participation and engagements both inside and outside the 
classroom. Your contribution is invaluable! 
  
I value students’ wide-ranging perspectives, learning styles and interests.  As such, this course 
utilizes a variety of sources to learn about international politics.  We will analyze difficult scholarly 
texts, asking questions about their assumptions, implications, and political goals.  We will also 
utilize a wide range of other media to learn about different perspectives on global politics, including 



	   3	  

memoir, podcasts, political documents, speeches, newspaper features, documentaries, and films.  As 
this is an introductory class for students from a wide variety of majors, I provide reading guides for 
some challenging texts.   
 
Ultimately, this class is about contentious issues and controversial ideas.  There is never any place 
for homophobic, sexist, racist, or otherwise degrading, threatening, or offensive language or 
behavior. This does not require you to stay clear of controversial or divisive topics.  On the 
contrary, the study of international politics challenges us to scrutinize our “common sense” 
assumptions and understand other people’s perspectives.  This is a very difficult task, one we can 
only attempt in a thoughtful, supportive, and respectful environment. Throughout the semester, we 
will continue to talk about ways in which our class can achieve this.  I welcome your ideas about 
how to create a supportive and inclusive classroom environment.  
 

Class conduct 
 
Laptop use almost invariably undermines classroom participation.  For this reason, I ask students 
not to use computers in class.  Instead, please bring a notebook and print out each of the readings.  It 
goes without saying, please turn off your cell phones.  Do not read the newspaper or do other 
class-work during our class, even if you think you have completed your task or discussion.  
 
I expect all students to attend every class session.  Please do not arrive late and do not pack up and 
leave class early (similarly, I will strive to begin and end class on time). 
 
Excused absences will only be granted in cases of documented medical illness and documented 
emergencies. If you observe a religious holy day or participate in a scheduled University-sponsored 
event that prevents you from attending class, please notify me by the second week of class (or as 
soon as possible). 
 
While I understand that students may choose to miss class for other reasons, please do not request 
an “excused absence” for such purposes.  More than two unexcused absences will result in a 
participation grade penalty.  
 
Students who are absent due to a university event, illness, emergency, or any other reason are 
responsible for catching up on missed work, borrowing notes from fellow students, reading WISE 
for class handouts and announcements, etc.  In class writing assignments and quizzes cannot be 
“made up.” 
 

Accommodations  
 
I am committed to making reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities that have been 
documented by Disability Services (see www.willamette.edu/dept/disability).  If you wish to discuss 
academic accommodations for this class, please contact me no later than the second week of class.  
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Required reading   
All readings and audio assignments should be completed before class. I expect you to make notes on 
the readings, preferably in a dedicated notebook. Your notes should include the main points of the 
text, the author’s assumptions, questions about confusing points, and your own responses to the 
text. Please bring the relevant readings to class (as hard copies, not on computer screens).  
 

 

We will primarily use an online course packet on the WISE website 
http://wise.willamette.edu/portal/site/POLI-214-01-13_SP. All readings 
in the course packet have been marked with (*) in this syllabus.  This is the 
most important source for your class readings.  Everyone must download 
and print each of the assigned required readings, file them in a dedicated 
binder, and bring the relevant readings to class.   

 

 

We will read Jamaica Kincaid’s A Small Place (1988). Often described as a 
furious polemic, the memoir captures aspects of the “traumatic history” of 
the Island of Antigua, a former British colony in the Caribbean.  Any 
edition of this book is acceptable.  If you are interested in reading more 
about Kincaid, see www.motherjones.com/politics/1997/09/jamaica-
kincaid-hates-happy-endings or www.salon.com/05/features/kincaid.html 
(and other optional readings and links on the WISE site). 

 

 

We will also make use of a textbook, The Globalization of World 
Politics, by John Baylis, Steve Smith, and Patricia Owens (fourth or firth 
edition).  Although by no means comprehensive, the textbook provides 
theoretical analysis to help you contextualize the major theoretical debates 
and will also serve as your reference guide.  The textbook is available at the 
Willamette University Bookstore and at online bookstores like 
amazon.com and powells.com.  I’ll also make the fourth edition of this 
book available on reserve at Hatfield Library for those who do not wish to 
purchase the book.  (If you choose not to purchase the entire book, you 
will be required to photocopy chapters assigned as required reading.) 
 

 

The audio assignments are just as important as the readings.  If you have 
trouble streaming the audio files, please contact me well in advance of 
class. Please stay informed about international politics by regularly reading 
a quality newspaper with good coverage of world affairs.  It is important 
that you utilize multiple sources of information from different countries. 
Reputable US and UK websites with extensive international news coverage 
include nytimes.com (hard copies available for free on campus), 
bbc.co.uk/worldservice, guardian.co.uk/world and economist.com. 

 
Explanation of grades* 
93‐100%  A 
90‐92  A‐ 

This grade is awarded only for excellent work, i.e. achievement outstanding 
relative to the level necessary to meet course requirements. 

88‐89   B+ This grade is awarded only for good work, i.e. achievement significantly above 
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83‐87   B 
80‐82   B- 

the level necessary to meet course requirement. 

78‐79  C+ 
73‐77  C 
70‐72  C- 

This grade is awarded for satisfactory work, i.e. achievement meeting course 
requirements in every respect. 

68‐69  D+ 
63‐67  D 
60‐62  D- 

This grade is awarded for below standard work, i.e. work that does not fully 
meet course requirements. 

59% or less  F Performance failing to meet the course requirements. 
 

* My answers to frequently asked questions about grades:  I do not grade “on a curve.”  I do not offer 
incompletes. Students must attend class and complete all assignments to receive a passing grade. 
More than two unexcused absences will result in a final grade penalty. 
 
Scholastic Dishonesty 
 

Scholastic and intellectual dishonesty includes plagiarizing, cheating on assignments or exams, 
engaging in unauthorized collaboration on academic work, acquiring test materials without permission, 
dishonestly obtaining grades, fabricating or falsifying of data or analysis.  I will report all suspected 
cases of scholastic dishonesty to the Dean’s Office for investigation. Students found to engage in 
scholastic dishonesty will be assigned zero points for the assignment or test. Students may 
collaboratively work together in order to prepare for taking the examinations.  You may also read each 
others’ papers and provide feedback.  However, writing assignments are not group projects and 
should be achieved individually.  Papers that seem to have been written as unauthorized collaborations 
are in violation of this scholastic dishonesty code.  

 

Schedule * Reading assignments may change to reflect students interests and 
class needs. All reading assignments must be completed before class. 
 

Part I 
 

Why do nation-states go to war? 

Week 1 
Jan.14,16,18 
Monday 
 

 
Class Introduction, Thinking globally 

 

Wednesday 
 

Why do we live in Nation-States? 
  
(*) Charles Tilly (sociologist), “War Making and State Making as Organized 
Crime,” in Bringing the State Back In (1985) 
 
(*) Norimitsu Onishi (journalist), “On Africa's Fluid Borders, My Land Is Your Land” 
(2000) http://tinyurl.com/55mnaj 
 
Homework assignment: Why do we live in nation-states today, according to 
Tilly? Bring your notes to Wednesdayʼs class. 
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Friday Thinking theoretically: Levels of analysis 
 
(*) John Stoessinger (historian), Why Nations Go To War (1974), Preface-Ch.1  
 
Additional resources: The Globalization of World Politics, “International History” 

  
Week 2      
Jan21,23,25 

Why do nation-states go to war? Realist and third level explanations 

Monday MLK celebration, no class. 
 

Wednesday 
 

(*) John Mearsheimer (international relations scholar), The Tragedy of Great 
Power Politics (2001), selections.   
 
Homework assignment: How might Mearsheimer explain World War One?  How 
is his explanation different than Stoessingerʼs?  Bring your notes to Wednesdayʼs 
class. 
 

Friday The Globalization of World Politics, “Introduction” and “Realism.”   
 
Reading assignment: Use the theory reading guide on WISE and bring your 
notes to class. 
 
Watch: “Theory in Action: Realism” with Randall Schweller 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=UnKEFSVAiNQ 
 

Week 3 
Jan 28, 30 
Feb1 

Why do nationstates go to war? Liberalism and second level 
explanations 
 

Monday 
 
 

The Globalization of World Politics, “Liberalism” 
 
Watch: “Theory in Action: Liberalism” with J.D. Bowen 
www.youtube.com/watch?v=tZbDMUaqwE8 
 
(*) Woodrow Wilson (former US President) “The Fourteen Points” 
(1918) http://avalon.law.yale.edu/20th_century/wilson14.asp 
 
Homework: Thinking theoretically about US politiciansʼ speeches.  Complete the 
worksheet on WISE. Refer to the readings and video and bring it to class.  
  

Wednesday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friday 

(*) Keith Shimko (international relations scholar), “War and Democracy” in 
International Relations: Perspectives and Controversies (2010), Ch.4 
 
Watch: “Theory in Action: The War in Iraq” with Randall Schweller, J.D. Bowen 
and Caleb Gallemore http://youtu.be/XUF-T5JubDg 
 
Take a look: The “Map of Freedom” at www.freedomhouse.org/ 
 
(*) Michael W. Doyle (international relations scholar), “Liberalism and World 
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Politics,” The American Political Science Review 80(4) (1986)  
 

Week 4 
Feb.4-6-8 

Why do NationStates go to War?  Critical approaches  

Monday 
 
 
 
Lots of 
preparation 
needed! 
 

(*) WEB. Du Bois (historian, sociologist, co-
founder of the NAACP), “The African Roots of 
War” (1915).   
 
The Globalization of World Politics, “Marxist 
Theories of International Relations” (selections) 
 
Homework: Complete the reading worksheet on 
WISE, bring your answers to class. 
  

Wednesday 
 
 
 
 

The Globalization of World Politics, “Social 
Constructivism” 
 
(*) Watch: “Theory in Action: Constructivism” with 
Caleb Gallemore, http://youtu.be/kYU9UfkV_XI 
  

`Friday (*) Chris Hedges (journalist), War is a Force that 
Gives Us Meaning (2002), selection. 
 
(*) Alexander Wendt (international relations 
scholar), "Anarchy Is What States Make of It: The 
Social Construction of Power 
Politics" International Organization, 
1992, selection. 
 

 

Week 5 
Feb.11,13,15 

Why do NationStates go to War? “The Clash of Civilizations” 
  

Monday 
 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(*) Samuel Huntington (political scientist), “The Clash of Civilizations” Foreign 
Affairs (Summer 1993)	  
 
(*) Edward Said (professor of English literature), “The Clash of Ignorance,” The 
Nation www.thenation.com/article/clash-ignorance# (reading guide on WISE) ** 
 
(*) Lila Abu-Lughod (anthropologist), “Do Muslim Women Really Need Saving? 
Anthropological Reflections on Cultural Relativism and Its Others.” American 
Anthropologist 104:3 (2002), pp.783-90. 
 
(*) Radio Address by First Lady Mrs. Laura Bush in Crawford, Texas (Nov 2001) 
Available at http://georgewbush-
whitehouse.archives.gov/news/releases/2001/11/20011117.a.ram	  
	  
Additional reading: The Globalization of World Politics, “Gender in world politics” 
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Friday 
 

Midterm preparation workshop 
 
Readings TBA. 
 
Re-read and make notes on the following Baylis chapters: Introduction, Realism, 
Liberalism, Marxism, Constructivism. 
 
Note: Friday is the last day you can consult me before the midterm. 

Week 6 
Feb 18 
Monday 

 
In class midterm 

	  

Part II    
 

Do International Institutions Matter? 

Week 6 
Feb.20, 22 
Wednesday 
 
 

Do international institutions matter? Competing theoretical explanations 
 
(*) Kelly-Kate Pease (international relations scholar), “International 
Organizations: Perspectives on Governance in the Twenty-First Century”  
 
(*) Robert Keohane, “International Institutions: Can Interdependence Work?” in 
Power and Governance in a Partially Globalized World (1998) 
 

Friday 
 

Do international institutions matter? “The False Promise”  
 
(*) John J. Mearsheimer (international relations scholar), “The False Promise of 
International Institutions,” International Security 19:3 (1994/5) 
 
Homework: Complete the ʻFalse Promiseʼ reading questions available on WISE 
and bring your notes to class. 
 
Future reference: Strategy and Conflict: An Introductory Sketch of Game 
Theory http://faculty.lebow.drexel.edu/McCainR/top/eco/game/game.html 

 

 
image: www.constitution-and-rights.com/ira-rowe-pictures.html 
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Week 7 
Feb25,27 
Mar.1 

Can ideas and activism change international politics?  Human rights 
norms and advocacy 
 

Monday 
 

(*) The Economist, “The Power of Shame” (1998) 
 
The Globalization of World Politics, “Human Rights” 
 
Additional readings TBA. 
 
Take a look: The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (*) 
www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/ 
 

Wednesday 
 
 
 
 
Friday 

(*) Margaret E. Keck and Kathryn A. Sikkink (international relations scholars), 
“Human Rights Advocacy Networks in Latin America” and “Transnational 
Advocacy Networks in International Politics” (1996) (a single pdf file on WISE; read 
the Latin America piece first) 
 
(*) Samantha Power (journalist and Obama advisor), “Bystanders to Genocide,” 
The Atlantic Monthly (2001) www.theatlantic.com/doc/200109/power-genocide  
 
(*)  The Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide 
www2.ohchr.org/english/law/genocide.htm 
 

Week 8 
Mar. 4, 6, 8 

Do international institutions matter?  Genocide in Rwanda 

Monday 
 
 

(*) Catherine Newbury (historian), “Background to Genocide,” Issue: A Journal of 
Opinion XXIII/2 (1995), 12-17 
 
(*) Alan J. Kuperman (international relations scholar), “Rwanda in Retrospect” 
Foreign Affairs, 79:1 (2000).   
 
Reading question: How does Kupermanʼs analysis differ from Powerʼs and 
Newburyʼs?  Bring your answer to class. 
 

Wednesday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friday 

(*) Michael N Barnett (international relations scholar), “The UN Security Council, 
Indifference, and Genocide in Rwanda” Cultural Anthropology 12 (4) 1997, pp.551-
578. 
 
Reading question: How does Barnettʼs analysis compare to Kupermanʼs and 
Powerʼs? Bring your answer to class. 
 
Do international institutions matter?  Norms of Humanitarian Intervention 
 
(*) Martha Finnemore (international relations scholar), “Constructing Norms of 
Humanitarian Intervention” (1996) 
 
The Globalization of World Politics, “Humanitarian Intervention in World Politics,” 
selections. 
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Week 9 
Mar.11,13,15 

Do international institutions matter?  International law and courts 
 

Monday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friday 

International law 
 
(*) Audio: American RadioWorks, “Justice on Trial” (2002) 
http://americanradioworks.publicradio.org/features/justiceontrial/	  	  (1 hour) 
 
(*) Kenneth Roth (director of Human Rights Watch), “The Case for Universal 
Jurisdiction” and Henry Kissinger (former US Secretary of State), “The Pitfalls of 
Universal Jurisdiction” Foreign Affairs (2001)  
 
(*) Hugo Grotius, “De Jure Belli ac Pacis” (On the Law of War and Peace), 
http://www.constitution.org/gro/djbp_101.htm 
 
The Globalization of World Politics, “International Law” (selections) 
 
International law and global civil society 
 
(*) Marlies Glasius (international relations scholar), The International Criminal 
Court: A Global Civil Society Achievement (New York: Routledge, 2006), 
selections. 
 
(*) Carol Estes, “This is What Justice Looks Like,” Yes Magazine (2003). 
www.yesmagazine.org/issues/our-planet-our-selves/this-is-what-justice-looks-like 
 
The ICC in Action (Additional case studies on WISE) 
 
(*) Marlies Glasius, “What is Global Justice and Who Decides? Civil Society and 
Victim Responses to the International Criminal Courtʼs First Investigations,” Human 
Rights Quarterly 31(2) 2009 
 
(*) David Kaye, “Whoʼs Afraid of the International Criminal Court?” Foreign 
Affairs 90:3 May-June 2011, pp.118-129. 
 
(*) Mary Kimani, “Pursuit of Justice or Western Plot? International Indictments Stir 
Angry Debate,” All Africa, 25 November 2009 
 

Week 10 
Mar.18,20,22 

Do international institutions matter?   
 

Monday 
 
Wednesday 
 

Writing workshop. First essay draft due on Monday. Bring two hard copies to class.  
 
Revisit and re-read: Pease and Mearsheimer. 

Friday Midterm essay due today.  A hard copy is due in class, upload an electronic copy 
to the WISE assignment tab.  

Mar.25-29 Spring break! 
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Part III   People, Politics, & the Global Economy 
 

Week 11 
Apr.1,3,5 
Monday 
 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friday 

Can free trade promote peace and prosperity?  Foundations and institutions 
 
(*) Keith Shimko (international relations scholar), “Free Trade” in International 
Relations: Perspectives and Controversies (2010), Ch.4 
 
(*) David Dollar and Aart Kray (economists), “Growth is Good for the Poor” Foreign 
Affairs No.81 (2002) 
 
 Film: Life & Debt, Complete worksheet available on WISE. 
 
The Globalization of World Politics, “International Political Economy in an Age of 
Globalization” 
 
(*) Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco, “Major Schools of Economic Theory” 
www.frbsf.org/publications/education/unfrmd.great/greatschls.html 
 
Film: Life & Debt,  Complete worksheet available on WISE. 
 
Self-directed writing assignment: A Jamaican Response to Dollar and Krayʼs 
“Growth is Good for the Poor.” Or: Dollar and Krayʼs response to the film Life and 
Debt. Use the information on your worksheet and refer to the readings. Post our 
answer on WISE by Friday afternoon.  
 

Week 12 
Apr. 8,10,12 
Monday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friday  

Free trade as development?  Historical perspectives 
 
(*) Ha-Joon Chang (economist), “The Double Life of Daniel Defoe: How Did the 
Rich Countries Get Rich?” and “My Six Year Old Son Should Get a Job: Is Free 
Trade Always the Answer?” in Bad Samaritans: The Myth of Free Trade and the 
Secret History of Capitalism (Bloomsbury Press 2008) 
 
Homework: Complete the reading questions and bring them to Mondayʼs class. 
 
(*) Walter Rodney (historian, assassinated activist), How Europe Underdeveloped 
Africa (1973), selections. 
 
(*) December Green and Laura Luermann, “Colonialism: Gold, God, Glory” (2007) 
 
Additional listening:  (*) Audio: “How the Opium Wars Worked” on Stuff You 
Missed in History Class Podcast (November 2009) 
 
(*) Walter Rodney, How Europe Underdeveloped Africa, continued. 
 
Additional readings TBA. 
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Week 13 
Apr.15,17,19 
Monday 
 
 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
 
Friday  

People and the global economy 
 
Jamaica Kincaid (author), A Small Place (1988), Part 1 
 
(*) Thomas Clarkson (abolitionist), “An essay on the comparative efficiency of 
regulation or abolition, as applied to the slave trade” (London 1789), exempts.  
 
Student Scholarship Recognition Day: International Politics Panels TBA.  No 
class. 
 
Jamaica Kincaid, A Small Place, final part. 
 
The Globalization of World Politics, “Post Colonialism” 
 

Week 14 
Apr.22,24,26 
 
 
 
 
 

People and the Global Economy 
 
Case studies and readings TBA.  Examples may include: 
 
(*) Justin Akers Chacón & Mike Davis (historian), “From the Maquiladoras to 
NAFTA: Profiting from Borders” in No One is Illegal (2006), pp.115-122 
 
(*) María Patricia Fernández-Kelly (sociologist), “Maquiladoras: The View from 
Inside” in For We are Sold, I and My People: Women And Industry In Mexico's 
Frontier (1983) 
 
(*) Isaac Kamola, “Coffee & Genocide: A Political Economy of Violence in 
Rwanda” Transitions 99 (2008)  
 

Week 15 
April 29 
Monday 
 

Last class and final exam workshop 
Reading TBA 
 

Final exam Monday May 5, 2-5pm  

 
Image source: http://xkcd.com/503/ 


