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Politics 316 
The Politics of 
International 

Justice 
Fall 2012 

 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 

9:40 -11:10am 
Ford 201 

 
 

 
 

   
 

Description   
 
How can the international community hold leaders responsible for genocide, crimes 
against humanity and other human rights violations? In this class we will examine the 
ways in which international criminal courts and tribunals have sought to end impunity 
for human rights abuses. We will consider key institutions, innovations and dilemmas 
in international criminal law, explore political and scholarly debates in the field of 
international justice, and analyze the relationship between international, national and 
local justice mechanisms. Our focus will be on historical and contemporary case 
studies, including Germany, Yugoslavia, Rwanda, and on-going International Criminal 
Court trials in Africa, paying particular attention to cases involving sexual violence. 
 
Prof. Jonneke Koomen, PhD.   
jkoomen@willamette.edu    SML 319  

Office hours: M 10:30-11:30am; M 1-2pm; Th 1-2pm & by appointment. 
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Course objectives & learning outcomes 
 
This class is designed to help students improve the following skills and abilities:   
  
Think! 
Analyze! 
Propose ideas! 

Analyze the ways in which power politics, international hierarchy, principled ideas 
and activism shape the development and practices of international justice. 
Examine the dilemmas of pursuing justice through international courts, and 
propose new ideas and alternative viewpoints on current debates about 
international justice.  

 

Read,  
read again, 
and re-read… 
 

Closely, actively and thoughtfully read and respond to difficult scholarly texts, 
reports, primary texts, and other sources on the politics of international justice. 
 

Write, 
re-write, 
and re-write 
 

Write clear, coherent, and carefully-crafted arguments and analyses of the politics 
of international justice, engage with multiple forms of writing (e.g. analytical 
essays, reflective writing, briefs and proposals, and informal writing).  
 

Discuss, 
reflect, … 
listen 

Thoughtfully discuss and analyze questions about the politics of international 
justice through class discussions, small groups and class presentations, examining 
connections between scholarly texts and contemporary political controversies. An 
important skill for anyone engaged in international justice is to carefully and 
respectfully listen to other people’s perspectives.  
 

 

Assignments & due dates 
 
Class participation and portfolio (25% of the final grade).  Class participation includes: 
 
• Class portfolio (see “about your class portfolio”): Your portfolio will include weekly analysis 

and discussion of class reading assignments, reflections on film screenings, proposed 
discussion questions, short homework assignments, written responses to community events 
where relevant, etc. Post your weekly portfolio anytime before Monday, 6pm. 
 

• Contributing towards an encouraging, supportive and engaged learning community inside and 
outside our classroom; contributions to small and large group discussions; listening and 
responding to other students. 

  
• In class presentations, peer reviews, in-class “informal” writing, short homework assignments, 

occasional reading quizzes. 
 
Formal Writing: 75% of the final grade, of which:   
 
• Take Home Exam: Power, Ideas and Institutions (25% of the final grade): Distributed 

Thursday September 27, due Tuesday October 2. 
 

• Paper II: Dilemmas of International Justice: Amicus Brief (25% of the final grade). Due 
Thursday Nov 1. 
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• Paper III: Advocacy and the ICC: Paper and Presentation (25% of the final grade). Final 

paper due Saturday, Dec. 15 (electronic copy on WISE and hard copy). 
 
Learning environment 
 
It can be very difficult to talk about mass violence and the dilemmas of international justice.  We 
can only attempt to do this in a supportive learning environment.  Here are some expectations I 
have of you and some expectations you should have of me: 
 
• All of us should adopt a “learning mode.”  This means we must be respectful and supportive of 

each other when expressing our arguments and analyses, while at the same time humbly listening 
to others. Everyone has a responsibility to contribute towards an encouraging and supportive 
community inside and outside our classroom. Even if when you feel angry or offended by 
something someone has said, I ask you to respond in a way that affirms other students’ efforts, 
while respectfully presenting alternative ways of looking at the question and/or trying to move 
the conversation forward. In short, be generous, be kind, and don’t take offense. 
 

• I am committed to making reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities 
documented by Disability Services (see www.willamette.edu/dept/disability).  If you wish to 
discuss academic accommodations for this class, please contact me no later than the second week of 
class (or as soon as possible).  

 
• Come to class prepared and engaged. Print out the readings and your reading reflections so 

you can refer to them during class. Laptop use undermines classroom participation. For this 
reason, I ask students not to use computers in class, unless you have a specific learning need you 
have discussed with me in advance. Instead, please bring your journal/reading notebook. It goes 
without saying; please turn off your cell phones.  

 
• I expect all students to attend every class session.  Don’t arrive late and don’t pack up and 

leave class early (similarly, I will strive to begin and end class on time). Please do not request 
“excused absences” for non-emergencies. Excused absences will only be granted in cases of 
documented medical illness and documented emergencies. If you observe a religious holy day or 
participate in a scheduled University-sponsored event that prevents you from attending class, 
please notify me by the second week of class (or as soon as possible). If you are absent due to a 
university event, illness, emergency, or any other reason you are responsible for catching up on 
missed work. First, you must borrow notes and find out about activities, assignments and 
announcements you have missed from fellow students, and complete readings. In-class writing 
assignments and quizzes cannot be “made up.” More than two unexcused absences will result in 
a participation grade penalty. 
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Reading   

 
 
 

 
 

This is an upper division seminar designed to prepare students who will 
be working on senior theses and who may wish to apply for graduate 
study.  This class relies on scholarly texts rather than a textbook. 
 

We will use an online course packet on the WISE website. 
http://wise.willamette.edu/portal/site/POLI-316-01-12_FA ** I will 
occasionally add or change the readings to respond to events, class 
discussions, and students’ interests. Please keep all the readings together 
in a dedicated binder. 
 
As well as the online course packet, the following texts may be purchased 
in the book store: 
 
Elizabeth Neuffer, The Key to My Neighbor's House: Seeking Justice in Bosnia 
and Rwanda (2001, any edition). Alternatively, you may use the copy on 
reserve in the library. 
 
Closely read all assigned texts before class. Close reading means reading 
texts more than once, underlining and highlighting pages, and writing 
questions in the margins. Most importantly, I expect you to make notes 
on the readings, preferably in your dedicated notebook or journal. Your 
notes should include the main points of the text, the author’s 
assumptions, questions about confusing points, and your own responses 
to and reflections on the text.  
 

Again, it is not sufficient to read the text on your computer screen. You must download and 
print each of the assigned readings, file them in a dedicated binder, and bring the binder 
(along with your notes) to class. 
 
Grading policies  
93‐100     A 
90‐92      A‐ 

This grade is awarded rarely and only for excellent work, i.e. achievement 
outstanding relative to the level necessary to meet course requirements. 

88‐89      B+ 
83‐87      B 
80‐82      B- 

This grade is awarded only for good and very good work, i.e. achievement 
significantly above the level necessary to meet course requirement. 

78‐79      C+ 
73‐77      C  
70‐72      C‐ 

This grade is awarded for satisfactory work, i.e. achievement meeting course 
requirements in every respect. 

68‐69      D+ 
63‐67      D 
60‐62      D‐ 

This grade is awarded for below standard work, i.e. work that does not fully 
meet course requirements. 

59% or less  F Performance failing to meet the course requirements. 
 

Students must attend class and complete all assignments to receive a passing grade. More than two 
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unexcused absences will result in a final grade penalty. 
 
Scholastic Dishonesty 
 
Scholastic and intellectual dishonesty includes plagiarizing, cheating on assignments or exams, 
engaging in unauthorized collaboration on academic work, acquiring test materials without 
permission, dishonestly obtaining grades, fabricating or falsifying of data or analysis.  I will report 
all suspected cases of scholastic dishonesty to the Dean’s Office for investigation. Students found 
to engage in scholastic dishonesty will be assigned zero points for the assignment or test. Students 
may collaboratively work together in order to prepare for taking the examinations.  You may also 
read each others’ papers and provide feedback.  However, writing assignments are not group 
projects and should be achieved individually.  Papers that seem to have been written as 
unauthorized collaborations are in violation of this scholastic dishonesty code.  
 

Schedule 
The world of international justice changes fast.  Thus, the reading assignments and class schedule 
will change to respond to current events, as well as students’ needs. Changes will be announced in 
class. 
 

Part I:  Power, Ideas, & Institutions 
        

 
To show that justice has its practical and ideological limits is not to slight it…   The 
entire aim is rather to account for the difficulties which the morality of justice faces in 
a morally pluralistic world and to help it recognize its real place in it – not above the 
political world but in its very midst. 

 J. Shklar, Legalism: Law, Morals and Political Trials (1986), pp.122–123. 
 

Part I Assignment:  Take home exam on Power, Ideas, & Institutions 
 
Week 1 Introduction 
Aug 28-30   
 
Tuesday  The Politics of International Justice 
 
Thursday The Politics of War Crimes Tribunals 
 

Gary Bass, Stay the Hand of Vengeance: The Politics of War Crimes Tribunals (Princeton 
University Press, 2001), Please read Introduction” 

   
Audio: American RadioWorks, Justice on Trial (2002) 
http://americanradioworks.publicradio.org/features/justiceontrial/ 
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Week 2 Seeking Justice after Mass Violence after World War Two  
Sep 4-6 
 
Monday   Portfolio entry due today on WISE discussion forum by 6pm: Should the 

Allies have shot the Nazis?  Draw on the assigned reading to make your case. 
 
Tuesday Gary Bass, Stay the Hand of Vengeance: The Politics of War Crimes Tribunals (Princeton 

University Press, 2001), Please read “Nuremburg.”  
 
Wednesday Online research: How do citizens remember their nation’s complicity in mass 

violence and widespread human rights abuses?  Focusing on one country, research 
memorials, sites of remembrance, exhibits, ceremonies, and speeches. Like 
Buruma, you may focus on Germany and Japan, or you can examine another 
country. Post images, video, news articles, links, etc of the memorials you find 
most compelling on WISE with a brief explanation. 

   
Thursday Ian Buruma, The Wages of Guilt: Memories of War in Germany and Japan (New York: 

Farrar, Straus & Giroux 1994), Please read “History on Trial,” pp.137-176  
 
Week 3  Justice after Mass Violence in the 1990s  
Sep 11-13 
 
Monday   Portfolio entry due at 6pm. 
 
Tuesday Richard J. Goldstone and Adam M. Smith, International Judicial Institutions: The 

Architecture of International Justice at Home and Abroad (New York: Routledge, 2009), 
Read: “Post-Cold War Justice: the UN ad hoc tribunals, mixed courts, and the 
ICC,” pp.95-110. 
 
Victor Peskin, “Beyond Victor’s Justice: The Challenge of Prosecuting the Winners 
at the International Criminal Tribunals for the Former Yugoslavia and 
Rwanda,” Journal of Human Rights 4 (2005), pp.213-31. 

 

Thursday Neuffer, The Key to My Neighbors House, (2001), selections TBA. 
  
 Victor Peskin, International Justice in Rwanda and the Balkans: Virtual Trials and the 

Struggle for State Cooperation, Cambridge University Press 2008, selections. 
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Week 4 The Battle for the International Criminal Court 
Sep 18-20 
    
Monday   Portfolio entry due at 6pm: Who built the ICC?  How were they able to 

accomplish this? Would it be possible to accomplish this today? Draw on the 
assigned reading. 

 
Tuesday  
& Thursday Watch (or re-watch) at home: The Reckoning: The Battle for the International Criminal 

Court skylightpictures.com/films/the_reckoning/ (it’s free but you have to create a 
log-in) 
  
Benjamin N Schiff, Building the International Criminal Court (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 2008), selections. 
 
Marlies Glasius, The International Criminal Court: A Global Civil Society Achievement 
(New York: Routledge, 2006), selections. 

 
Resources  Carol Estes, “This is What Justice Looks Like,” Yes Magazine (2003). Available at 

www.yesmagazine.org/issues/our-planet-our-selves/this-is-what-justice-looks-like 
 

Barbara Bedont and Katherine Hall Martinez , “Ending Impunity for Gender 
Crimes Under the International Criminal Court” The Brown Journal of World Affairs, 
6:1 (1999), pp.65-85. Available at 
www.iccwomen.org/publications/articles/index.php 

 
Kenneth Roth, “The Case for Universal Jurisdiction” (2001) and Henry Kissinger, 
“The Pitfalls of Universal Jurisdiction” Foreign Affairs (2001) (on WISE as a single 
PDF file with Roth) 

 
 
Week 5   The ICC in Africa 
Sep 25-27 
 
Monday   Portfolio entry due today 6pm: Is the ICC a tool to recolonize Africa? Draw on 

the assigned reading. 
 
Tuesday   Pursuit of Justice or Western Plot? 
 

Sarah H. Nouwen and Wouter G. Werner. “Doing Justice to the Political: The 
International Criminal Court in Uganda and Sudan” European Journal of International 
Law, 21:4 (2010), pp.941-965.  
 
David Kaye, “Who’s Afraid of the International Criminal Court?” Foreign 
Affairs 90:3 May-June 2011, pp.118-129. 
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Mary Kimani, “Pursuit of Justice or Western Plot? International Indictments Stir 
Angry Debate,” All Africa, 25 November 2009 
 
New African, “ICC, A Tool To Recolonize Africa” 1 March 2012, Available at 
www.newafricanmagazine.com/special-reports/sector-reports/icc-vs-africa/icc-a-
tool-to-recolonise-africa 

 
Watch  Avocats Sans Frontieres, Open Your Eyes to Injustice 

  www.asf.be/publications/africa-and-the-icc-mending-fences/ 
 
Thursday The ICC and the Central African Republic 
 

Glasius, Marlies. "'We Ourselves, We Are Part of the Functioning': The ICC, 
Victims, and Civil Society in the Central African Republic." African Affairs 108, 
No.439 (2009a), pp.49-67 

International Federation for Human Rights (FIDH), Report of the International 
Investigative Mission, “War crimes in the Central African Republic: When the 
Elephants Fight, The Grass Suffers” (February 2003) 

Take a look The Bemba Trial and the Situation in the Central African Republic www.icc-
cpi.int/menus/icc/situations%20and%20cases/situations/situation%20icc%200105/ 

  Open Society Initiative, Bemba Trial Website www.bembatrial.org 

  Coalition for the ICC, Bemba Case www.iccnow.org/?mod=bemba 

Thursday Part I Take Home Exam on Power, Ideas and Institutions distributed today. 
 

Week 6 Take Home Exam 
Oct 2 
 
Monday   No portfolio entry due. 
 
Tuesday   Part I Take Home Exam on Power, Ideas and Institutions due today. 



	   9	  

 

Part II:   Dilemmas of International Justice 
 

Part II Assignment: Amicus Brief & Analysis Paper 
 
Week 6 Rape and sexual violence as international crimes 
Oct 4 
 
Thursday Rape and sexual violence as an international crime 
 

Neuffer, The Key to My Neighbors House, 2001. Please read “What A Tutsi Woman 
Tastes Like,” “Justice Must Be Seen To Be Done,” and “Rwandan Crimes, Arusha 
Justice,” Chapters 11, 14 and 16. 

 
Human Rights Watch, “Shattered Lives: Sexual Violence during the Rwandan 
Genocide and its Aftermath” New York 1996 
www.hrw.org/reports/1996/Rwanda.htm	  

 
Take a look ICTR, Akayesu Judgment, 1998 Available at: 

www1.umn.edu/humanrts/instree/ICTR/AKAYESU_ICTR-96-
4/Judgment_ICTR-96-4-T.html 

 
 Women’s Initiatives for Gender Justice www.iccwomen.org 
 
Week 7 “I Came to Testify” 
Oct 9-11 
 
Monday   Portfolio entry due today 6pm: Would you advise a genocide survivor to testify 

at an international tribunal? Draw on the assigned reading on the ICTY and the 
ICTR and investigate current cases at the ICC. 

 
Tuesday  Testifying at an international criminal tribunal 
 

Binaifer Nowrojee, “Your Justice Is Too Slow: Will the ICTR Fail Rwanda’s Rape 
Victims?” United Nations Research Institute For Social Development, 2005. 

PBS, Women, War & Peace: I Came to Testify   
www.pbs.org/wnet/women-war-and-peace/full-episodes/i-came-to-testify/	  
 
Eric Stover, The Witness: War Crimes and the Promise of Justice in The Hague 
(university of Pennsylavia Press, 2005), selections. 

 
Thursday  Children and International Justice	  
	  

Readings TBA. 
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Week 8   International Courts, Local Justice? 
Oct. 16-18 
 
Monday   Portfolio entry due today 6pm. Can international criminal tribunals make sense 

of African conflicts? Draw on the assigned reading. 
Tuesday  
& Thursday Tim Kelsall, Culture Under Cross-Examination: International Justice and the Special Court 

for Sierra Leone (Cambridge University Press, 2009). 
 
Additional readings TBA. 

 
Week 9   Peace & Justice  
Oct 23-25   
 
Monday   Portfolio entry due today 6pm.  Is the ICC an obstacle to peace?  Draw on the 

assigned reading and case studies. 
Tuesday    
& Thursday Kathryn Sikkink, The Justice Cascade: How Human Rights Prosecutions Are Changing 

World Politics (Norton, 2011), pp.1-28; 96-125  
 
 Nicholas Waddell and Phil Clark, Courting Conflict: Justice, Peace and the ICC in Africa, 

The Royal African Society (2008), selections. Available at 
www.royalafricansociety.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=415 
 
Human Rights Watch, Selling Justice Short: Why Accountability Matters for Peace (New 
York: Human Rights Watch, 2009), selections. Available at: 
www.hrw.org/en/reports/2009/07/07/selling-justice-short 

 
Resources  Payam Akhavan, “Are International Criminal Tribunals a Disincentive to Peace? 

Reconciling Judicial Romanticism with Political Realism,” Human Rights Quarterly 31 
(2009), pp.624-54. 

 
Leslie Vinjamuri, “Deterrence, Democracy, and the Pursuit of International 
Justice,” Ethics and International Affairs 24:2 (2010), pp.191-211. 

 
Week 10 Dilemmas Continued 
Oct 30 – Nov 1 
 
Tuesday  Readings TBA. 
 
Thursday  Part II Amicus Brief and Analysis Paper due today 
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Part III The ICC & The Politics of Advocacy 
 

Part III Assignment: Advocacy Paper and Presentations 
 
Week 11   The ICC & The Politics of Advocacy 
Nov 6 – 8  
 

Monday Portfolio assignment due today at 6pm: Write an FAQ guide for US voters. 
What should Americans know about the ICC?  Engage the assigned reading and 
research the election campaign, opinion polls, and talk to people in your 
community to find out what Americans don’t know about the ICC.   

Tuesday    The US, The Election, and the ICC    Election day 

Discussion: What do Americans know about the ICC? What should Americans 
know about the ICC? 

Donald MacGuish and Tom Ruby, “The International Criminal Court: Could 
American Military Officers Be Tried in The Hague?” Pew Case 270 (2003). 
 
Andrea Birdsall, “'The "Monster That We Need to Slay?’ Global Governance, the 
United States, and the International Criminal Court” Global Governance, 16:4 (2010), 
pp. 451-470  

Additional readings TBA. 

 

Thursday    
 
US Advocacy in Context: The Kony 2012 Controversy 
 
Readings and video TBA. 
 
Tim Allen, Trial Justice: The International Criminal Court and the 
Lord's Resistance Army (Palgrave Macmillan, 2006), selections. 
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Week 12  The New Humanitarian Order 
Nov 13-15  
 
Read up 11th Session of the Assembly of State Parties to the ICC, 14-22 November 2012 in 

The Hague. 
 
Monday   Portfolio entry due by 6pm:  Advocacy Campaign. Drawing on the readings, 

consider how you would design an advocacy campaign to address human rights 
violations in Uganda.  Compare and contrast your campaign with KONY 2012. 

 
Tuesday   Kony in Context: Uganda and the ICC 
 

Adam Branch, Displacing Human Rights: War and Intervention in Northern Uganda 
(Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011), selections. 

 
Nicholas Waddell and Phil Clark, Courting Conflict: Justice, Peace and the ICC in Africa, 
The Royal African Society (2008), selections. Available at: 
www.royalafricansociety.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=415	  

 
Thursday   The ICC and The New Humanitarian Order 
 

Samar Al-Bulushi and Adam Branch, “AFRICOM and the ICC: Enforcing 
international justice in Africa?” Pambazuka News, 27 May 2010. Available at 
www.pambazuka.org/en/category/features/64752 
 
Mahmoud Mamdani, “The New Humanitarian Order,” The Nation, 10 September 
2010, Available at www.thenation.com/article/new-humanitarian-order 

	  
	   	   Additional readings TBA. 
 
Week 13  The ICC and The Assembly of State Parties 
Nov 20  
 
Read up 11th Session of the Assembly of State Parties to the ICC, 14 - 22 November 2012 

in The Hague. 
 
Monday   Portfolio entry due today 6pm on the 11th Assembly of State Parties. 
 
Tuesday  Readings on the Assembly of State Parties TBA. 
 
Take a look Coalition for the International Criminal Court (CICC) www.iccnow.org 
 

11th Session of the Assembly of State Parties www.icc-
cpi.int/Menus/ASP/Sessions/Documentation/11th+Session/Eleventh+session+
of+the+Assembly+of+States+Parties.htm 

 
Thursday Happy Thanksgiving. 
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Week 14 Advocacy and International Justice    
Nov 27-29 
 
Monday   Portfolio entry due today at 6pm:  A Call for Action.  Which mass atrocities 

should the ICC investigate and why?  Propose a “situation” for the ICC Chief 
Prosecutor, Fatou Bensouda to investigate (for situations concerning state parties). 
Alternatively propose a situation to UN Security Counsel (for situations 
concerning states not party to the Rome Statute). 

 
Tuesday  Bartram S. Brown, “Bringing a Case to the ICC: Pathways and Thresholds” in 

Sarah B. Sewell and Carly Kaysen (eds), The United States and the International Criminal 
Court: National Security and International Law (Rowman & Littlefield, 2000) (3 page 
chart)	  

 
Readings TBA. 

 
Thursday Draft paper due today. 
 
 
Week 15 Advocacy and International Justice 
Dec 4-6 
 
Monday   Final portfolio and cover letter due on WISE today by 6pm.  Bring a hard 

copy of your complete portfolio with a cover letter to class on Tuesday. 
 
Tuesday  Draft paper due today. 
 

Readings TBA. 
 
Thursday Readings TBA. 
 

Part III Advocacy and Analysis Paper  
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About your class portfolio  
 
Why? This class asks each student to engage with difficult texts and ideas. Your class portfolio is 
designed to help you connect-the-dots by: 
 

(1) Reflecting in writing on the key ideas and questions raised in readings;  
(2) Making connections between scholarly readings, policy documents, and current 

developments in international justice;  
(3) Developing your own resource of reading notes and ideas for you to draw on when you 

participate in class discussions, write your papers, independent research papers, and 
present in class; 

 
What?  Your portfolio will include: 

• Responses to class readings (every Monday by 6pm) 
• Reflections on class discussion questions  
• Short homework assignments 
• Analysis of film screenings 
• Responses to events related to international criminal justice 

 
How? Post your portfolio entry on the WISE discussion forum and bring a copy to class.  Be sure 
to back up your entire portfolio as a single word document on your computer (and save it to a 
server). You will turn in your entire portfolio at the end of the semester. 
 
When? You will be expected to add reading responses to your portfolio weekly (post on WISE no 
later than Monday at 6pm). You will be regularly be asked to discuss selections from your 
portfolio in class, bring them to class, and/or present them in class.  
 
 


